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629 SW C Avenue • Lawton, OK 73501 
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THE PONCAKI THEATRE f STANDING SEAR MEMORIAL PARK / MARLANDS GRAND HOME / LAKE PONCA / LVDIE'S COTTAGE / PONCA CITY LIBRARY , MARLAND MANSION 



most unexpected 


f BALD EAGLE VIEWING 1 
r January 18 " 

TASTE AND TASTELESS 
April 25 
IRIS FESTIVAL 
May 2-3 

DRAGGIN 1 GRAND 

June 6 

HERB FESTIVAL 

CAR SHOWS & MOTORCYCLE 
RACES 

June 7 

DRAG BOAT RACES 
June 21 -22 
FREEDOM FESTIVAL 

July 4 

GRAND NATIONAL 
MOTO-CROSS RACES 
July 30 - August 3 
ANNUAL PONCA POW-WQW 
August 28-31 

COUNTRY HARVEST ANTIQUE 
& CRAFT FESTIVAL 
September 5-6 
CHEROKEE STRIP CHILI & 
BBQ COOK-OFF 
September 12-13 
FINE ARTS FESTIVAL 
September 20-21 
STANDING BEAR POW-WQW 
September 26-27 
OKTOBERFEST 
October 4-5 
FESTIVAL OF ANGELS 
November 28 - December 30 
HISTORICAL HOME TOUR 
December 6 


From a vintage movie house featuring m 

live concerts to the quaint 4 S 

cottage of an oil baron's lady.„from a native 

chief to the natural beauty of great lakes, 

Ponca City will greet you with the 

unexpected. We thrive on the diversity 

of our attractions, U A I 

the elegance of our 

architecture and the unique 

nature of the pioneers who 

made Ponca City their home. M 

we're expecting +*3 

you! 


tourism 


www.poncacitytourism.com 


KAW LAKE / PIONEER WOMAN STATUE & MUSEUM / LEW WENTZ CAMP, POOL & GOLF COURSE 
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CONTRIBUTORS 


“I generally try to keep it stress-free," 
says contributing editor John Jemigan, 
who spent about two days mentally pre- 
paring lor the “Oklahoman of the Year” 
photo shoot (page 27). Still, positioning 
forty people proved its own mental task, 
he says. “Even though we scouted the 
location a week before and I knew how 
many people we were expecting, I was 
surprised at what that number actually 
looked like. My biggest challenge was 
to make sure the group didn't look like a 
marching band.” Jernigan, who lives in 
Oklahoma City, has spent twenty-five 
years as a professional photographer. 

“All told, I was flattered and honored 
to document this historic moment 
in time,” he says. “Something of this 
magnitude can be mentally draining, 
Saturday night, after the photo shoot, l 
was in bed at 8 p.rn.” 




Contributing editor Maura McDermott of 
Checotah was in die eye of the 20Q0 ice storm, the 
subject of her essay, “Was That a Drip?" (page 42). 
During her thirteen-day-long ordeal, she says, “I 
spent quite a bit of time copyedking my book 1 The 
Next Gwen Revolution, coauthored with Jim Home] 
next to a bright window.” Her first cover story 
for Oklahoma Todiy, “A Thinking Mans Farm" 
(August 1 992), profiled the Kerr Center, the Poteau 
nonprofir where she is now communications 
director. When not writing, she en joys gardening, 
astronomy, and exploring lake Eufaulas shores. 


Oklahoma City attorney Kent 
Frates had compelling inspiration 
for his story, “Kidnapped!" (page 
36). His uncle, Charles Urschel, 
was Machine Gun Kelly s victim. 
Says Frates, “Writing the article 
was a labor of love motivated 
in part by the fact that so much 
misinformation had been written 
about the case," including ficti- 
tious accounts of Urschel playing 
cards with Kelly in jaik Frates, a 
published poet and writer, edits 
and publishes Common Sense , a 
literary journal, and Sports Source. 
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• Salt Plains National 
Wildlife Refuge 

• Bird Watching Areas 

• Crystal Digging, Cherokee 

• Children's Fishing Pond 

• Great Salt Plains Park 

• Byron Fish Hatchery 

• Byron Watchable 
Wildlife Area 

• NatuVe Park at Cherokee 

• Outdoor Classroom at 
’Medford 

• Twister Museum Wakita 

• Alfalfa County Museum, 
Cherokee 

• Original Sod House, Aline 

• Alabaster Caverns Park 

• Little Sahara, Waynoka 

• Cherokee, an Oklahoma 


Your home base for Great Salt Plains Day Trips 


Hometown Hospitality / AAA-Rated / Non-smoking Available Main Street Community 


1720 S. Grand, Cherokee • (580) 596-2828 

Dine at Cherokee Static h 

Finest Steakhouse in Northwest Oklahoma 

1710 S. Giand^Chcrokce V (5 80) 596-2882 




For further information contact: 

GREAT SALT PLAINS ASSOCIATION 
11 1 S. Grand / Cherokee, OK 73728 
580 - 596-3053 / www.greatsaltplains.com 


OKIAHOMA 

NATIVE AMERICA 






'Those who dream by day are cognizant of many things which escape those who dream only 

by night. — Edgar Allan Poe 



BEHIND THE SCENES: 11-1602 

From top, photographer John Jernigan at the 
'Creators of the Dome' photo shoot; Jernigan 
sets up his location; Oklahoma Today associ- 
ate editor Andrea Lopez Walker and editor in 
chief Louisa McCune look at a test shot with 
Jernigan; Vince Gill, at the State Capitol for a 
morning rehearsal, watches the photo shoot. 
His wife, Amy Grant, in the background, took 
photographs of the State Capitol. Frank and 
Cathy Keating share a laugh before the shoot. 


T he creative process is not an easy one. 

Although the greatest progressions in human history are due almost exclusively to the 
creative mind — the artist, the explorer, the scientist — diat talent and initiative does not come 
without price. Creating the momentous and, as more often happens, the not-so-extraord inary 
can be painfully alienating. To risk appearances for an or the artful life is rarely popular in a 
world that values homogeneity. At times, society esteems individuals only for their market 
value (good body good looks, good income — think The Bachelor % and die creator who 
doesn't say or make the right thing is quick to be eschewed, an easy target. 

What creative individuals require is support. As an editor, I see that crucial need repeatedly 
Sometimes ail thats required is encouragement, a green light, a belief by another that the task is 
surmountable* not only widi competence but flair. 

1 first met Jeanne Hoffman Smith, an Oklahoma City clinical social worker, a few 
years ago at Oklahoma Symposium. Patterned after the national Renaissance Weekend, 
Symposium is organized by a handful of bright Oklahomans and features panels on all 
subjects, from the conflict in the Middle East to Things I’ve learned about Jove. " There, 
Hoffman Smith and 1 spoke about her plans to endow something * creative,” An inheri- 
tance from her mother, Grace Thatcher, had left her with some money and, at the time, 
she was studying how best to use the resources. 

The Thatcher Hoffman Smith Prize, awarded for the first time in April 2003, is but 
one result of her research, generosity, and lifelong support of the creative process. Similar 
to the MacArthur Fellowship (often called the "MacArthur genius grant”), the biennial 
prize is a “no strings attached” grant of 540,000, and, to my knowledge* the only prize of 
its kind originating in Oklahoma, Like the MacArthur grant, the money can be used in 
anyway the recipient sees fit, no questions asked. Unlike the MacArthur fellowship, the 
nomination process is open: Individuals may nominate others or themselves. 

The application process is simple but requires that a creative project 
already be under wav: A one-page abstract detailing the project, an essay 
and a nomination form. All applications are due on January 1 5, 2003. 
(For more details, go to creativiryinmocion.org or call OU’s College of 
Arts & Sciences at 403/325-2347.) 

The mark of a higher power is most evident to me when I watch 
creative people at work. When a benefactor sees to it that creativity is 
nurtured financially and emotionally another gift emerges — the gift of freedom. 

A NEW YEAR BRINGS AN EXCITING NEW TRADITION TO OKLAHOMA TODAY . 

Were replacing our annual yearbook, the Year in Review, with a fun travel guide. De- 
livered to subscribers with the first issue of the calendar year, the guide is a handy tool for 
travelers. T his year, its the Oklahoma Today Guide to Gifes and Dinm . Next year, we’ll cover 
favorite bed and breakfasts, hotels, and inns. We hope you enjoy this mini-magazine as much 
as we enjoyed putting it together for you. j \\A 
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HEATHER 




CAPTURE THE BRILLIANCE 


CAPTURE HER HEART'" 



The Gordon's Diamond creates 
a new standard of brilliance in 
diamonds. A cut that has never 
been seen before, with brightness 
that has never been seen before. The 
brilliance magnifies what diamonds 
have always symbolized - love and 
romance. But The Gordon's Diamond, 
with its unprecedented fire, does 
more than symbolize romance. It 
embodies passion. 

Gordon’s 

JEWELERS 

Since 1905 


CROSSROADS MALL • HERITAGE PARK MALL * OAKWOOD MALL • PENN SQUARE 
QUAIL SPRINGS MALL - SHAWNEE MALL • SOONER FASHION MALL 
TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THE GORDON'S DIAMOND. VISIT WWW.GORDONSJEWELERS.COM 


"i am a man of substance, of flesh and bone, fiber and liquids — and J might even be 
said to possess a mind/' — Ralph Ellison 


FeedBack 


I Am an 

Invisible 

Man 


First-Class 

The November/December 2002 issue of 
Oklahoma Today is an exceptional publica- 
tion. From the articles anti artwork to pho- 
tography and production, its a first-class 
magazine that inspires as well as informs. 

On the eve of his posthumous induction 
into the Oklahoma Heritage Hall of Fame, 
the piece on Ralph Ellisons acclaimed 
novel Invisible Man was of particular inter- 
est to my wife and me. 

On a professional level, the spread on the 
history of our State Gtpi to! building and the 
dome that now crowns it made me proud to 
be affiliated with one of the institutions that 
helped bring the plan to reality. Oklahoma's 
centennial celebration is rapidly approaching, 
and there is no better time than die present 
to instill pride in all of our citizens, through 
shared knowledge of this state’s rich history 
and of the promising future that lies ahead. 

Samuel Combs 111 
President and COO 
Oklahoma Natural Gas 
OKLAHOMA CITY 

1C U DOS! 

, v 1 \ In October 2002, Oklo/iomo 

Today brought home seven 
honors from the annual In* 
ternotionol Regional Maga- 
zine Association conference 
in Pray, Montana. Awards 
included the Gold for Best 
Profile, To all those involved 
in making the magazine, 
we say "congratulations," 

Red River Rival 

Thank you, Oklahoma Today for your 
wonderful articles, pictures, and insight into 
our great state. Not only are the articles in- 
formative, they are written in a manner that 
excites one to the point that you want to sit 
down and start planning your summer vaca- 
tions before September is even over. 

My parents and sisters all live in the Aus- 



tin, Texas, area. My mother and 1 often get 
into the “whos got what” debate between 
Oklahoma and Texas. Oklahoma Today 
p ro v i des me w i rb terr i fi c a m m u n i do n * Fo r 
a Christmas present, it seemed only fining 
that 1 get her a subscription so she can see the 
wonderful things Oklahoma has to offer. 

Thank you for the outstanding job every- 
one does at your magazine. 

Patrick Gaines Sr 
OK1AHOMACITY 

Mountain Man 

Recently a friend of mine loaned me the 
July /August 2002 issue of your magazine, 
and 1 found ir quite interesting. 1 would like 
to comment on the article “Risen From the 
Ashes” about the Quartz Mountain Resort 
Arts and Conference Center, which 1 think 
was well written and very informative. On 
a return trip from New Mexico about four 
years ago, we stopped by and decided to 
return at a later date. Now that the resort is 
completed and open, this will certainly be 
a must in the near future. 

The murals and the naming of the con- 
ference rooms confirms that our society is 
not only accepting but also trying to pre- 
serve the pre-Columbian cultures which 
flourished here, I think it is great that we 
are preserving the history of American 
Indians and other cultures around the 
world. The resort looks like a great place to 
visit, and we plan on doing so in the near 
future. 

Keith Simmons 
APACHE 

Dome on the Range 

Thanks for the great pictures of the 
Capitol Dome in the November/ December 


2002 issue. However, I do have a problem 
with this. As a born and bred Sooner, I was 
led to believe that our capitol was dome- 
less by design. My mother used to say with 
pride that Oklahoma was unique in that we 
are the only state capitol without a dome. 

Although 1 have not lived in Oklahoma 
for over twenty-five years, my roots still go 
hack to LeFlorc County. I guess 1 am glad 
that we are not so unique anymore. 

Curtis N. Floyd 
HOUSTON, TEXAS 

Lafferty Loyal 

Although 1 am grateful for any mention 
of one of my favorite authors, R.A. Laffer ty, 
! take exception to Chad Loves assertion 
that Laffer ty is an unknown (“Out of His 
Time," November/ December 2002), 1 do 
agree that his historical novel, Okla Han- 
nah, is brilliant. 

I was fortunate enough to know Ray, 
One of my favorite stories he told about 
his infamy after publishing this fictional 
history was as follows: “My ultimate praise 
came from the many late night phone calls 
J received from a local bar, enlisting my 
help in settling disputes. They presumed 
I would know the correct history since I 
was published and had also frequented that 
establishment,” l took his word for this and 
many other things because he was such a 
great storyteller. 

! f you are one of the few who have not 
yet discovered the wealth of fiction by R. 
A. Laffertv, drop everything and read one 
of his stories today, 

Dixie Belcher 
SAPULPA 
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Oops, We Did It Again 

I cringed when vour March/April 2002 
issue on health referred to staph infections 
as staff infections. 

When I read your most recent error in 
the Nov cm her/ December 2002 issue* I felt 
that 1 must write and call it to your atten- 
tion. In your article about Oklahoma!, you 
identify a picture as Eddie Arnold as Will 
Parker and Gloria Grahame as Ado Annie 
in the movie Oklahoma! The person in 
the picture is Eddie Albert (of Green Acres 
fame} as Ali Hakim. Gene Nelson played 
the role of Will Parker in the movie. By the 
way, Eddy Arnold was a country western 
singer, 

I enjoy reading vour magazine and look 
forward ro its arrival. Honestly, 1 don't look 
for mistakes that you make, but they some- 
times happens. Keep them coming — the 
magazines, that is. 

Kathy Brod 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 

I really enjoyed your article on Oklahoma! 
It is one of my favorite musicals. On the cap- 
tion for Ado Annie and the Peddler* 1 have 
to differ with you. It was not Eddie Arnold 
who played the part of the peddler; it was 
Eddie Albert, Thanks for the wonderful 
article and wonderful heritage for the state 
of Oklahoma. 

Deborah Dugan 
PORTER 

Our readers keep us hottest! We heard 
from many of you, hi eluding Dow Dozier 
of Warr Acres and Jerry Hargis of Norman, 
about our error. The consensus: We had it 
laughably wrong t but you all loved the piece 
despite the blooper 


Alma Mater 

[ am writing this letter as a thank you 
from the Mul hall -Orlando school district. 
I subscribe to the magazine* and when l 
saw the article about schools by Scott Wig- 
ton* I was very pleased {“Star Schools, 1 ' 
Seprember/October 2002), I took the 
magazine to school, and everyone was very 
excited about it, l have now sent in for a 
subscription for the school. 

Six years ago* we formed our Mulhall- 
Orlando nonprofit education foundation 
to assist the teachers in obtaining educa- 
tional material. We have had great success. 
The parents are very active in all the school 
activities and, interestingly enough* a lot of 
us old alumni go to many of the activities. 
We are very proud of our school. 

Bobbi J, Pritchett 
MULHALL 

Southern Persuasion 

l have lived longer here than Oklahoma, 
hut I always keep up with the stare. J went 
to school with George Nigh and was in 
Carl Alberts office many times when he 
was Speaker of the blouse, I enjoyed the 
hook Little Giant on his life. They are great 
people for Oklahoma. 

I enjoy Oklahoma Today very much. 

Frankie Bohanon Rezabek 
FALLS CHURCH. VIRGINIA 


Oklahoma Today welcomes the views of 
readers, letters are subject to editing 
and must include name, address, and a 
daytime phone number. Send letters to: 
Oklahoma Today * Attn: Editor, P.O. Box 
53384, Oklahoma Ctty OK 73 1 52, or 
Fax to (405] 5224588, Address elec- 
tronic mail to letters@oklahomatodayxom. 
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AN OKLAHOMA JODAY CONTEST 

WHERE ARE YOU? 

This western Oklahoma town was originally named Dewey 
by local settlers in Indian Territory, When residents discovered 
that "Dewey" was already taken, the town's founders decided 
to use the last name of the territory's first postmistress. Today, 
the small city flourishes with a college that has been around 
since 1 901 . A famous astronaut has roofs here, and the 
town has paid him tribute with a monument, museum, and 
namesake airport. Mail entries to Oklahoma Today , Atten- 
tion: "Where Are You*" RO. Box 53384* Oklahoma City* OK 
73 1 52, or editorial@oklahomatoday.com. Entries must be 
received by January 1 8, 2003, Three winners* drawn from all 
correct entries, will receive an Oklahoma Today T-shirt. 
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MARKETPLACE 


'Good coffee Is tike friendship: rich and warm and strong/ 

— Pan-American Coffee Bureau 


COMPANY PERKS 


Recharge your batteries with a caffeine kick 
courtesy of these Oklahoma coffee purveyors. 

By Brooke Demetz 



New Kid in Town 

This Seattle staple has recently made its debut in Oklahoma. 
Although Starbucks Coffee has long been available at select 
grocery stores and Barnes & Noble bookstores, five 
freestanding Sooner cafes have opened in Oklahoma City 
and Tulsa in the past year. Go traditional with the mild 
House blend ($9.95) in a Starbucks Abbey Mug ($7.95). 

Or experiment with the Latin American and East African g 
beans in the Serena Organic blend ($1 1.95). 

(800) 782-7282 or starbucks.com. 



It's Not Easy Bean 
Green 

For owners Kelly Lyda and 
Matt Johnston, the secret 
to the perfect cup of coffee 
is importing the highest- 
quality green coffee beans 
and roasting them locally 
in Stillwater at Aspen Cof- 
fee Company "'None of 
the coffee on the shelf is 
more than five to six days 
old/ Lyda says. Taste their 
roasting expertise with the 
rich and feisty Aspen blend 
($9.75) or the kickin' Fast 
Eddies Espresso blend 
($9.95), 1 1 1 West Seventh 
Street. (405) 377-5282 or 
endoscoffee.com. 





► Gourmet Gurus 

If eighty- five different flavors 
of beans aren’t enough, Mecca 
Coffee in Tulsa carries every- 
thing from grinders and presses 
to coffee mugs ($7). Mecca 
Coffee handpicks the best 
coffee from six different 
suppliers. Popular 
blends include La 
Minita ($14), 
a Costa Rican 
specialty, and Hazel- 
nut ($10.50), 1143 East 
Thirty- third Place. 

(918) 749-3509. 
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► Rapid Roosters 

To co-owner Lee Morrison, 
roasting coffee is an art. His 
PrimaCafe, an Oklahoma 
City-based company supplies 
retailers with premium 
blends created from 
the worlds finest coffee 
beans, Prima< ’aie is avail I 
able in fine food stores 
like Crescent Market 
in Oklahoma City and 
French Underground 
in Guthrie. Ethiopian 
Harrar, $9.30, Southern 
Pecan and Decaf French Roast, 
$7. SO. (405) 525-0006. 


Point, Click, Coffee 

live too far from Stillwater? Aspen Coffee Com- 
pany owners Kelly Lyda and Matt Johnston formed 
Endo s Coffee Roasiery so you can buy Aspen beans 
from the comfort of your own home. Download 
Columbia Supremo ($9*75), with a berry- 1 ike aroma 
and medium body or Sumatra Mandheling ($9.75), 
the world's most full-bodied coffee* Endos does not 
roast the coffee until it is ordered to guarantee maxi- 
mum freshness* cndoscofFec.com. 


► Dave Crave 

Neighbors brothers David and Stan 
started} a va D ave’s Co ffee in 1993. 
Thirteen locations in Broken Arrow, 
Claremore, Edmond, Oklahoma City, 
and Tulsa supply different roasts that vary 
from the smooth, crisp Executive Blend A 
(S10) to the full-bodied Dark French m 
($11). When in Oklahoma City, say ■ 
hello to seventy- five- year-old dad Earl * 

Neighbors at the Tenth Street location* 
(800) 725-7315 or javadavescoffee.com. 




A Just Plain Good 

Sometimes a good 
old-fashioned cup of joe 
hits the spot, like Cains 
Gourmet Blend ($2.59). 
Started by William Morgan 
Cain in Oklahoma City in 
1919, the company is now 
owned by Sara l.ec Coffee & 
Tea of Illinois* Cain’s coffee 
can be found in virtually 
every grocery store in the 
region* (800) 51 1-2246 or 
ca i nscofFee* co m . 


A Won't You Be My Neighbors? 

Skip the hassle of baking cookies and go straight to 
Neighbors Snickerdoodle coffee, a blend of cinnamon 
and hazelnut flavors, Bui what makes President Steve 
Neighbors’ morning is the Neighbors Private Blend 
($7.95), a mixture of Central and South American coffee 
beans (the longtime secret recipe comes from Oklahoma 
coffee master Richard Cain of Cains Coffee). All coffee is 
roasted in Oklahoma City and sold at rhree hundred lo- 
cations statewide, including Beans and Briars in Lawton. 
(800) 299-9016 or neighborscofFee.com. 


1 i 


MARKETPLACE 







PRICE TOWER ARTS CENTER 


Year 'round art exhibitions 


Luxury accommodations 
and fine dining 


PRICE TOWER 


COPPER 


RESTAURANT 



CURRENT 

EXHIBITIONS 


January 1 7 - March 9 

Building Motion 

The Architecture of 
Zaha Hadid 


March 2 1 - May 4 

Flash! 

The Associated Press 

Qovers the Wpjld 



Opening Early 2003 

INN at the PRICE TOWER 


luxurious hotel interiors by 
Wendy Evans Joseph architect. 
Splendid dining in the 
1 6 H| floor terrace restaurant. 
Cocktails on the roof. 
Twenty one stylish guest rooms 
and split level loft suites. 
Reservations 1 .877.424.2424 


•tTfcnd batriHafc, ifjittatiq tn Pmi Iwr itMin # w ml bo* 7M 
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January, month of empty pockets — Colette 


JanuaryBeginnings 



The Duff in Family 
and other bands wilf 
jam tonight at the 
Oklahoma Bluegrass 
Club Concert in Del 
City. The Festival runs 
the first Saturday of 
each month through 
April. $5, w 


If you overspent dur- 
ing the post holiday 
season, make a 
determined effort 
today to sock a little 
bit away in a savings 
account, Christmas 
2003 is only 356 
days away! 


Stack up on snacks 
and the beverage 
of your choice: The 
Tostito's Fiesta Bowl, 
the notion's college 
football champion- 
ship game, kicks off 
at 5 p.m, and airs 
on ABC . 


Quit smoking, 
eat less, call yaur 
parents more: It's 
the new year and a 
good time to make 
some commitments. 


Today marks the 
anniversary of 
aviation in America 
Celebrate by visit- 
ing the Kirkpatrick 
Science and Air 
Space Museum 
in Oklahoma City 
or Tulsa's Air and 
Space Museum. 


Ranch hand and 
farmer heaven I Ag- 
rifest in Enid begins 
today, showcasing 
nearly 1 40,000 
square feet of the 
newest in farm equip- 
ment. At the Chisholm 
Trail Expo Center. 


Cots, based on 
T.5. Eliot's book, 
debuts tonight ot Ihe 
Tulsa Performing Arts 
Center. Tbe longest 
running Broadway 
show in history, Cafe 
meows through Janu- 
ary 1 2, 


Captain Ernest 
Shackleton, his crew, 
and a 497-day trek 
□re taking over the 
Omni Dome screen. 
Shackfeton s Antarctic 
Adventure premiered 
January 1 and runs 
through May 24 


16 ► 
Sleepy? Grumpy? 
Actors and puppets 
collaborate on 
5naw White and 
the Seven Dwarh at 
the Tulsa Performing 
Arts Center Through 
January 16, 


Warm up by a fire 
and relax at one of 
Guthrie's many bed 
and breakfasts. Try 
Harrison House Inn 
or Stone Lion Inn For 
a cozy night away 
from home. 


Enjoy Bald Eagle 
Appreciation Days 
today and tomorrow 
and drive to the 
Chickasaw National 
Recreation Area in 
Sulphur for some 
eagle viewing. 


Four photographers 
capture desire with 
the shutter. Covet- 
ous. Desire and the 
tens starts today at 
OSU s Gardiner Art 
Gallery in Stillwater 
and runs through 
February 12, 


Bartlesville's newly 
farmed Senior Actors 
Guild presents its 
first dinner theater 
production tonight at 
the Community Ceiv 
ter. Eat while you 
enjoy the final day 
of Twain & Tales , 


Watch Olympic 
champions Tara Lipirv 
ski and Katarina Witt 
twirl, leap, and carve 
ice tonight, Smucker's 
Stors on ice begins at 
7 p,m. □! Oklahoma 
City's Ford Center 


Prima ballerina Ma 
ria Tallchief turns 78 
today. The Fairfax 
native is known as 
the first American- 
trained ballerina 
of international 
importance. 


Check out the brass 
tonight o! the Latex 
Trombones show at 
Herod Hal! in Alva. 
The quartet concert 
is sure to please 
music lovers. 3 p.m. 
S5-S10. 


Reflect and celebrate 
Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day. In Muskogee, 
join in the festivities 
with a pancoke 
breakfast. Health 
fair, and parade at 
the Muskogee Civic 
Center. Free, 


Changing Hands, 
Art Without Reserva- 
tion combines ex- 
hibits of cloy, glass 
fiber, metal, and 
wood from Native 
American artisans in 
the Southwest, At the 
Phil brook in Tulsa, 
Through March 1 6. 


Nurture your inner 
artist during Inter- 
national Creativity 
Month. Sketch a 
landscape, write 
a poem, or take a 
class on any subject 
that interests you. 


Support Oklahoma 
talent at the Young 
Choreographers 
Showcase at the 
RupelJ Jones Theatre 
in Norman tonight. 
Performers will 
showcase several 
dance styles, 8 p.m. 
Through Monday. 


Get swingin' with 
big band tunes ot j 
the NSU Center for 
Performing Arts 
in Tohlequah. « 
Swing Dance ™ 
America 
premieres 

tonight. 7:30 ^ 

p m,, $22-$25. 


Swap gardening 
secrets and fondscop- 
ing lips at the 
. J Oklahoma Gar- 
den Festival in 
Oklahoma City. 
Through February 2 
ot the Cox Business 
Services Conven- 
m (ion Center, 


Grab the chips and 
dip and gel comfy 
an the recliner to 
roof for your NFL 
team in Super Bowl 
XXXVII in San Diego 


Broaden your 
cultural horizons at 
the Little Angeh from 
Korea show tonight 
at Oklahoma City 
Community College. 
Korean emissaries in 
ethnic costume will 
perform traditional 
music ond dance. 


MONDAY 


TUESDAY 


SUNDAY 


WEDNESDAY 

THURSDAY 

FRIDAY 

SATURDAY 
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Amtrak® offers Daily Service throughout 
Oklahoma and to over 500 other Destinations 


The Amtrak Heartland Flyer is your ticket to fun, with daily departures to Oklahoma City, Norman, Ardmore, Purcell and 
Pauls Valley. Plus, convenient connections to other great destinations like Dallas, San Antonio, Austin, and Tucson. 
Big, comfortable reclining seats, picturesque views, and plenty of room to mix and mingle. Satisfaction guaranteed. 
Click on www.amtrak.com, call your travel agent or 1-800-USA-RAIL 


^AMTRAK 

www, a m t r a k , co m 




There is no remedy for love but to love more, — Thoreou 


F e b r u a r y Lo ve 



Since 1 976, Febru- 
□ry has been desig 
noted Black History 
Month, Honor that 
hislory tonight during 
Duncan's Black 
History Pageant. At 
the Simmons Center 
Theatre Free- 


Put on your British 
humor cap and head 
to the Broken Arrow 
Community Play- 
house for Relatively 
Speaking, a comedic 
spectacle from across 
the pond. Catch it 
through Sunday. 


Take a break. Winter 
is the perfect time 
la get cozy on the 
couch with a favorite 
or untried book. 

The Mercy Seat by 
Oklahoma author 
Ri!lo Askew is a 
great wintry read. 


February marks the 
last full month that 
local artists Christina 
Pickard and Brunei 
Fans' works are dfe 
played at the Untitled 
Gallery in Oklahoma 
City, Includes ab- 
stract, figurative, and 
multidimensional art. 


Last night was pure 
Hollywood: Pianist 
Pearl Kaufman, who 
performed for movie 
scares such as Five 
Easy Pieces and Doc 
lor Zhivago t shared 
her music ond life at 
UCO's Mitchell Hall 
in Edmond. 


The splurge is an 
at Firehouse Art 
Center's Chocolate 
Festival in Nor- 
man. More than 
twenty-five different 
chocolate creations 
are served all day 
1 1 a.m, to 3 p.m. 


Begun fifty years ago 
in Manitou, Okla- 
homa, the frenzy 
oF fresh gulf oysters 
continues at the 
Frederick Fontastic 
Oyster Fry, Just over 
twelve bucks gets 
o dinner of row or 
fried oysters, w 


Love, love, love: 
Whether poetry, 
Flowers, or a big 
hug, show your love 
to all the special 
people in your life. 


Kurt Vonnegut will 
speak tonight on 
"How to Get a job 
Like Mine." The 

award-winning author 
of Shyghte/hous&Eive 
appears at OCUs 
Freede Wellness 
Center in Oklahoma 
City 7:30 p.m. 


Start your Valen- 
tine's Day fun early 
with a free visit to 
the Edmond Histori- 
cal Society's display 
of old Valentine 
cards. The history 
and varied customs 
of the day of love 
will be presented. 


Even though winter 
lingers, gardening fun 
can be had at Grove's 
Home ond Garden 
Show. Today's the 
bsl day for cooking, 
wallpapering, and 
gardening lips. 
Admission, $3 or o 
weekend pass for $5. 


Stay warm while 
experiencing the 
splendor of a 
starry night. Head 
to the Omniplex 
Planetarium for its 
presentation of Win- 
ter Nights, a guided 
tour of constellations. 


In Andrew Hogarth's 
photographs, the 
spirit of cultural dance 
lives. Powwow: 
Native American 
Ceiebralion, through 
March 10 at the Sam 
Noble Oklahoma 
Museum of Natural 
History in Norman. 


Phylicia Rash ad, 
sensible mother oF 
The Cosby Show , 
shares heron and 
off-camera experi- 
ences tonight at 
OSU's Se retea n 
Center in Stillwater. 
7:30 p.m. 


If you got through his 
evolutionary tome. 
Guns, Germs, and 
Sleet you'll love 
his lectures. Author 
Jared Diamond is 
speaking tonight at 
Lawton's Cameron 
University. 7 p.m. 


If you've fantasized 
□bout living in the 
Wild West, visit Wo- 
tanga today for the 
Bitter Creek Frontier 
Daze. The weekend 
will be teeming with 
marshals, outlaws, 
Cheyenne Indians, 
and homesteaders. 


Geronimo died this 
day in 1909 while 
imprisoned at Fort 
Sill, A monument in 
Skeleton Canyon, 
Arizona, marks his fi- 
nal spot of surrender, 
but □ shorter trip to 
Fort Sill offers a view- 
ing of his gravesife. 


Finish the month out 
with the Lawton 
Duncan Barbershop 
Show. Southwest 
Pride and Vocal 
Orchestration 
Corporation wilt be 
on bond to fill the air 
with sweet songs. 


Tulsa-born Tony Ran- 
dall turns 83 today. 
From television to 
the big screen, the 
venerable octor has 
always provided 
laughs, especially 
as fussy Felix in the 
television version oF 
The Odd Coup/e. 


Take advantage 
of the Cherokee Heri- 
tage Center's travel- 
ing library, when 
ten different exhibits 
visit 1 4 libraries In 
eastern Oklahoma, 
Today, check out the 
Belief exhibit at the 
Sallisaw library. 


Enjoy the closing of 
winter with a tour 
of Tatimena Scenic 
Byway through south- 
eastern Oklahoma 
The stark beauty will 
help you appreciate 
Mother Nature's less- 
celebrated season, 


SATURDAY 


WEDN ESDAY 


THURSDAY 


FRIDAY 


TUESDAY 


MONDAY 


SU N DAY 
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One hundred ond ten years of history make B,C 


Clark Jewelers unique. Here, B.C. Clark Jr. adjusts 


a display of Gruen watches in 1948, The compa- 
ny's well-known holiday (ingle has become on 
Oklahoma Christmas tradition. The store has evei 
started selling CDs of the song due to an over- 
whelming number of customer requests* 
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Crown Jewels 
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Jewelry is tfie gift to gi ve, 'cause it's the gift that'll live and live." Most 
Oklahomans know the B.C Clark jingle penned by a local advertising 
executive in 1 956. They're In good company: Will & Grace star and 
Oklahoma City native Megan Mullally once sang the catchy dit^y ot 
Tonight Show with Jay Leno. 

The venerable company has stood the test of time for 1 1 0 years. 
Surviving the Great Depression, World War II, and the oil bust, B.C Clark's 
history is as valuable as its diamonds. 

Benton Clyde Clark Sr. founded the family business in 1 892 in Purcell, 
Indian Territory. The original store sold not only jewelry but pianos, 
phonographs, radios, even refrigerators. Following his dream of 
opening a store in Oklahoma City, the elder Clark opened his second 
establishment at 39 North Robinson in 1929. 

Now run by a third-generation family member, Jim Clark, the store 
is a tribute to the changing generations of Oklahomans. Executive vice 
president — and fourth -gene rati on representative — Coleman Clark says. 
Ip customers whose parents and grandparents were customers. 
Ore twenty years from now, I will be selling to the same families." 
lay, B.C. Clark has three stores throughout Oklahoma City and sells 
onfytKe finest selection of jewelry and gifts, including lines by David 
Vufflhdn, Mikimoto, and Rolex. -RYAN MARIE MENDENHALL 


B.C. Clark's three Oklahoma City stores are located 
downtown and inside Penn Square Raff ond 
Northpark Mali ( 405} 232-8806; bcclark.com. 


T H IJ R A N G E 



Favorite Son 

A New Childrens Book Pays Homage to Will Rogers 

“Will Rogers has done more to educate the American public in world affairs than 
all the professors,” wrote the New York Times ye ars ago about their favorite syndicat- 
ed columnist. Now, an illustrated book is educating children ol the world about the 
unforgettable iconoclast who defined a country. In Will Rogers: An American Legend 
(Silver Whistle/Harcourt, 2002, $ 1 6), the deft hand of Norman artist Mike Wim- 
mer joins forces with outgoing Oklahoma governor Frank Keating to tell the life 
story of the Oologah native. Will Rogers: An American Legend makes a great addition 
to any Oklahoma child's personal book collection. For ages six through nine. 

—Louisa McCune 


FACE CARDS 

One Oklahoman's Take on Greeting Cards 

Set aside mushy poems and sentimental odes this Valentine's Day 
for something a little more unconventional. Surprise your sweetie 
with a greeting from Tulsa-based Queen of Cards. These unique and 
sassy items feature old black and white vintage photos gathered 
from Oklahoma flea markets and antique stores. Open and discover 
on offbeat caption that coincides with the cover image. 'The Queen 
of Cards offers totally outrageous observations on everyday life/ 
says owner Tim Colwell. Browse the selection at Rustic Elegance in 
Muskogee, Snow Goose in Tulsa, and several other state retailers to 
choose from among dozens at $2.75 each. 

— Ryan Marie Mendenhall 

Queen of Cards products can be found in twenty-seven states, 
Canada , and Oklahoma . (888) 899-2508; queenofcards.com. 





RECOMMEND 

♦ Y' all -ter native Stillwater band 
Cross Canadian Ragweed's 
newest release, Purple 
4 The Make Up Bar in Oklahoma 
City for hard-to-find lines like 
Urban Decay and Kiehl's 
4 A cup of hot cocoa on your 
front porch — and a blanket 
4 Mat Hoffman s Pro BAiX 2 Play- 
Station 2 video game 
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RECORD TIME 

Oklahoma Periodicals Index 

Oklahoma fodny readers— and staff- — have long yearned for an easily 
accessible and up-to-date index of past issues. Now, computer-sawy 
readers can access a new website coordinated by the Oklahoma State 
University Library The Oklahoma Periodicals Index contains a record 
of all Oklahoma Toddy stories since 1994, Eventually project members 
will add every issue in the library s holdings. 

The index, supported by a grant from Amigos Library Services* also 
includes three other state publications.* Outdoor Oklahoma, Persimmon 
Hilly and The Chronicles of Oklahoma. 

— “Steffi e Corcoran 


The Oklahoma Periodicals Index website is library, oksmte.edu/ 
d&mbasefperindex. htm. 
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' About 30 million people use herbs instead of over-the-counter products/' 

— Jon Denton in the Daily Oklahoman 





/ 

Above: Healing plants blackberry and mint in their natural states. The vibrant 
purple co nef lower, below, is aba known as the virus deterrent, echinacea. 


HEY DON’T CALL IT COLD AND FLU SEASON 
for nothing. In Oklahoma, holiday visits from far- 
flung relatives plus last-minute shopping forays to public 
places spread good cheer — and mighty potent germs. 

For Linder-the-weather gardeners, now is a good time 
to ponder the healing power of native plants and perhaps 
consider incorporating a few into your landscape. 

Many medicinal plants thrive in Oklahoma, and most can serve 
as simple home remedies. "Everything we need co cake care of 
ordinary aches and pains exists right here, under our noses," says 
Charles Hallmark, director of Hallmark College in Sulphur, a state- 
licensed naturopathic institute. 

Take blackberries, for instance. Ancient cultures claimed sitting under 
a blackberry bush aired rheumatism and boils. Today, the leaves of the 
native bramble are known to contain tannin, which provides a drying, 
tightening effect that relieves diarrhea and mild sore throats. This brac- 
ing solution can also be used as a mouthwash. 

Everyone s heard about the wonders of echinacea, but how does 
the pretty purple coneflower defend against colds, flu, and infection? 

By triggering a massive production of white blood cells which attack 
the viruses behind sneezing, wheezing, and coughing. If taken at first 


sign of infection, echinacea can lessen the effects and even prevent a 
full-blown case of cold or flu. When shopping for plants or seed, look 
for Echinacea angustijblia. Of the many varieties, this one packs the 
greatest medicinal benefits. 

Our great-grandmothers extolled the virtues of mint, even while 
cursing its invasive tendencies. Of the many varieties 
around, nearly all provide healing benefits. Mint pro- 
motes sweating and is good for digestion and 
combating infection. Use it as a remedy for 
nausea, travel sickness, and headaches 
or steep leaves in hot tea and drink 
to relieve the symptoms of colds, 
fever, or flu. 

—Mary Logan Wolf 


ATURAL HEALING 


I 
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EXPERIENCE THE EXCELLENCE- 
EXPERIENCE EDMOND! 

Come to Edmond tor sports, family fun, great dining and year- 
round cultural events. You are sure to enjoy a stay in one of Edmond’s 
luxurious hotels or an exclusively elegant Bed & Breakfast. Over 200 
challenging holes of golf and a variety of outstanding sports venues 
add to the excitement of Edmond for leisure visitors 
and event planners alike. Unique and eclectic 
shopping PLUS a plentitude of fine dining make 
your stay a real joy. 

Call or write for your free 
Edmond Visitors Guide and/or 
Edmond Sports Facility Guide Today! 

TTDMOlSrn 

convention & 

VISITORS BUREAU 

825 E. 2nd Street, Suite 100 
Edmund, OK 73034 
(405) 141-4344 
or visit our website at: 
www.v i site d m o nd ok .co m 
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The TJfanic originally was sched- 
uled for a March 20, 1912, voy- 
age, but because its sister ship 
was being repaired, the date 
was pushed back and the voy- 
age ultimately ended in tragedy. 
Among the items recovered from 
the wreckage were 
a pocket watch 
frozen in time 
and binoculars. 


possessions car- 
ried by first-dass 


passengers. 


Titanic Still Huge 

A HIGH-IMPACT OMNIPLEX EXHIBIT 


I N ROUGHLY SIXTY SECONDS OF SUSTAINED CONTACT 
with an Iceberg in 1912, the RMS Titanic , once the ultimate sym- 
bol of prosperity and technological advancement, became something 
quite different — a symbol of the havoc that reliance on those advance- 
ments can wreak The world has been infatuated ever since. 

For many Oklahomans, that fascination will soon be fulfilled. Pack 
the kids in the SUV and drive to the Kirkpatrick Science and Air Space 
Museum at Omniplex in Oklahoma City, where Titanic: The Artifact 
Exhibit, the worlds largest exhibition of Titanic artifacts, is presented by 
Omniplex, Clear Channel Entertainment* and RMS Titanic, Inc. 

“This is destined to be the largest traveling exhibit Oklahoma 
has ever seen," says Nancy Coggins, director of public relations for 
Omniplex. “It is really a coup for our state.” 

The exhibit already has made big noise around the world. “Of the 
cities this exhibit has visited — including Hamburg, Tokyo, Munich, and 
Las Vegas — Titanic hits broken attendance records in all but one," says 
Bryan Harris, Clear Channel Entertainment's marketing manager of 
exhibitions. In Chicago, more than 860,000 people visited. 

Though many Oklahomans have seen the Oscar-winning fil m ver- 
sion of the event, the big screen is still flat and untouchable. This titan 
of an exhibit is anything but the sterile, peer-diro ugh -th e-glass historical 
glimpse the word “museum" usually con jures up but is instead a 3-D, 
interactive dip into the era. “This exhibit is designed to bring you into the 
world of 1912 and the reality of the Titanic romanticism/ says exhibit 
designer Mark lack “You can actually test your own ability to withstand 
the freezing temperatures of an iceberg.” 

The 1 2,000-square-foot exhibit will take visitors on a chronological 
journey through the Titanic, encompassing several galleries. “The Strik- 
ing" is the most moving gallery in the exhibit/' says Lack “immersing pa- 
trons in Titanics final hours." 



—Jay Swearingen 


Titanic: The Artifact Exhibit runs through July 6 at the 
Omniplex in Oklahoma City . Admission is $16. 50 for 
adults , $14. 50 for seniors, $12*50 for children six to 
twelve, and $10,50 for children three to five . For tickets , 
call (866) 602-7447. Omniplex , (800) 532-7652; 
omniplex.org . 


www.VisifBarflesville.com 
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Located in Northeast 
Oklahoma's Green Country 


OKLAHOMA S PRtMtift hSStOWCM ATtllACUON 


Intricate beadwork, lifelike sculptures, and breathtaking paintings are 
only the beginning at Frank Phillips’ WooJaroc Come enjoy a journey 
through the rich history of the American West with 
a stunning collection of art, freely roaming buffalo, 
and the spirit of the wild west as your guide. 

Located 12 miles southwest of Bartlesville 
on the beautiful ranch of Frank Phillips. 

Woolaroc is a muse see, 


Come Relive History, 
Come live His Story* 


PRICt lOWtR APIS CtNIER 


building mnbor 

The Architecture of Zaha Hadic 

JANUARY 1 7 - MARCH 9, 2003 

Cutting edge design sensibilities make Zaha Hadid one of 
ihe mas! sought-after architects in the world Her buildings ore 
being constructed throughout Hu rope and Asia, and now 
America, as Hadid has been selected to design a new 
museum facility for the Price Tower Arts Center, The exhibition 
fea lures recent work and a preview of concepts for the arts 
center project. Visit the exhibition and Wy ,<?► ti jeirrrrpf Price 
Tower, in Frank Lloyc^^gj^a sj^qaper ifjfele^ece. 






V 

"As a pure virtuoso of 
de&gmfee has no 
rival/' 

Herbert Mu s champ 
The New York Times 

Sorties vi He. Oklahoma www.pdcetower.org 
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BARTLESVILLE -OKLAHOMA 



ERICANS 


n Bartlesville, Oklahoma, the town that oil built* you can see roaming herds of exotic 
animals on an oil baron's vast ranch, explore Frank Lloyd Wright s only skyscraper, shop 
for unique treasures and experience the an. culture and history of the American West* 


Service with distinction and 
luxurious rooms, just two of the 
things that make Hotel Phillips 
World Class. 

For business travel ora 
weekend bed and breakfast we 
will ensure thar your stay is 
comfortable. 


For Reservations: 
1-800-331-0706 


821 Johnstone, Bartlesville, OK 


Bartlesville Area Convention 
and Visitors Bureau 

201 SW Keeler * PO Box 2366 
Bartlesville. OK 74005 
877-273-2004 * 918*336*8708 




THERANGE 





BY DESIGN 


The Visionary Architecture of Zaha Hadid 


Zaha Hadid was 
Hailed as a 'pare 
design virtuoso' 
with 'no living 
rival' by the New 
York Times, 


A rchitect zaha hadiits futuristic work 

could be described as a sort of prologue, TTie Iraqi- 
born, I ondon -based architect, known for works that seem 
to explode out in sharp, futuristic angles, designs modem 
buildings that leave observers searching for definitions of 
terms which may not yet have been invented* 

Visitors to the upcoming Hadid exhibition at Price Tower 
Arts Center in BardesviUe may be getting a word up on the 
hi tu re. Building Motion: The Architecture of Zaha Hadid w ill 
offer a first-time glimpse at her preliminary conceptions of the 
$20 million project, as yet unnamed, which will eventually sit 
adjacent to Price Tower. Construction on the 50,000-square- 
foot museum facility — which Hadid was selected to design 
earlier this year — is scheduled to begin in 2005, 

“This is a chance to look at her beautiful and vision- 
ary' work as we go into the design process for our own 
building,” says Price Tower Arts Center executive 
director Richard Townsend. 

The Hadid exhibition also will feature her most 
recent designs, including the Strasbourg Tramway 
in France and the Rosenthal Center for Contem- 


porary Art in Cincinnati, represented via painting reproduc- 
tions, models, and computer-generated images* 

“It will allow people from this region to get to know this 
architect better,” Townsend says. 

Patrons may need the early education. Hadid S work is 
considered part of the deconstruct! vis t movement, a cutting- 
edge architectural approach in which the whole is not exaedy 
a sum of its parts. If that sounds mysterious, a glimpse at the 
exhibit should provide the blueprints needed for clarification. 

— Rod Walton 

Building Motion: The Architecture of Zaha Hadid, 
January 16 to March 9> 5 10 Dewey Avenue. (918)336- 
4949; price tower, org. 

The Center for Contem- 
porary Arts in Rome, 
right, was designed to 
have 'urban character/ 

Above, Hadid 's Z-Scape 
furniture, derived from 
landscape formations, 
such as glaceirs. 


Check out Tulsa's 
newest attraction. 

$ 89 * Introductory Rate 

A luxurious comfortable hotel that balances 
the desire of the comforts of home and 
the excitement of discovery. Located in 
the heart of Tulsa's new shopping and 
dining corridor Now at a very attractive 
introductory rate. Why not check it out? 

The body of a full service hotel 
with the soul of a boutique 


RENAISSANCE' 

TULSA HOTEL AND 
CONVENTION CENTER 

TULSA, OKLAHOMA 

6808 South 107th East Avenue * Tulsa, OK 
918-307-2600 * www.jqhhotels.com 

Another exceptional hotel 
by John Q Hammons Hotels. Inc 

"Subject so availability, Must mention "Oklahoma Today" 
at time of reservation. Expires 08/3 1/03. 
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Tm happy bringing the trophy home to Oklahoma. — OU defensive back Roy Williams, 

2002 Jim Thorpe Award winner 



BLOWING THE WHISTLE 

The Jim Thorpe Award 

T hanks to thejim thorpe award, defensive backs 

can have glory on and off the field. 

Firsr presented in ] 986, the award is one of the country's top 
collegiate sports honors. Lynne Draper, its co-creator and the 
organizations executive director, started the Jim Thorpe Association 
to oversee its administration. 

From left: Jim Thorpe's sons, Richard and Bit! Thorpe, join 2002 
Jim Thorpe Award recipient Roy Williams, Williams, who played 
for OU, is now with the Dallas Cowboys. All past winners of the 
award, including Deion Sanders, hove gone on to NFL careers. 



It all starts in August with a watch list of national contenders. 

A screening committee narrows the list of the best to seven, then 
three. Ultimately, a national selection committee picks the winner, 
announced in December at the ESPN College Football Awards, 

In February Oklahoma City's National Cowboy and Western 
Heritage Museum hosts the awards banquet, a glitzy celebrity-studded 
affair. The energetic gathering, ranging from politicians to high-profile 
coaches, previous winners* and the general public, will be 
emceed this year by former governor George Nigh. 

The award has a positive impact on the winner and the 
state. Draper says, “When you recognize achievement, you 
provide role models for young people, who see chat their 
chances of being aw r arded are based on their own efforts.” 

The past few years, the organization has raised nearly 
$500,000 annually lor youth programs within the state, 
including Drug Free Youth, the largest drug abuse aware- 
ness effort In Oklahoma. These charitable projects started 
thanks to the national recognition brought about by 
the Ji m Thorpe Award, “the comers to ne of the Ji nt 
Thorpe Association, B says assistant director Pat Foster, 

— Heather Harkins 

The 2003 Jim Thorpe Award banquet will be held Febru- 
ary II in Oklahoma City. Jim Thorpe Association, (405) 

644-6037; jimthorpeassoc.org. 


OKIAHOMA 

NAIM AMERICA. 

www.trave lok .com 


Oklahoma Route 66 Association 

Oklahoma f s official statewide Route 66 tourism and preservation organization 

(405) 258-0008 

Before you drive, cruise OK Route 66 online at 
www.oklahomaroute66.com 


P e t lie open root 

cany f> u awa y 


Oklahoma Route 66 

IDE MAY OF IIISEWY A ADVEKTUOE. 


E xplore classic small towns and the wild mix of 
big city architectural styles. Browse antique 
stores and gift shops catering to all kinds of tastes 
and experience art both funky and fine. Visit his- 
tone old buildings (from restored to ruins) and 
choose from a smorgasbord of restaurants sure to 
blow anyone's diet. Drive sections of original 
roadbed dating from the rgps or earlier and mar- 
vel at timeless old bridges. Wander through a 
diversity of museums that will satisfy anyone's 
historical palette, then end each day at any num- 
ber of hotels, motels, or cozy lied and breakfasts. 
Oklahoma Route 66-^the ultimate road trip. 

Get your Oftjtdaf Trip Guide free at 
select Welcome Centers and bmineMe& 
along the Route or acrid $4.95 fo: 
Oklahoma Route 66 Association. 

P,0. Box 21382, Oklahoma City, OK 73156 
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THE OKT PROFILE 


Painting Sculpture Glass Pri 
nts Watercolor Pastel Photog 
raphy Video Painting Sculpt 
ure Glass Prints jWatercolor 
Pastel Pho§MM9Wldeo P 

BIG ART 

Traditional , modern and contemporary art. Visit artists 
studios, and 14 galleries. Discover why we are being called the 
next Santa Fe”. 




enison, Texas 


For information; Denison Arts Council 313 W. Woodard, Denison, IX 
Phone 903.465.1551 Or Email: denisoncoc@texoma.net 


WindsorMarket 


Shop, 

Eat, 

Relax .. 

and shop 
some more. 





.• WindsorMarket CafeRoyale 

Reservation & Catering - 254-8686 

Tulsa’s Antique, Art & Interior Design Market 
6808 S. Mcmori.ll. Sit- 500, Tulsa, OK 74133 • Open "days a week ■ Tele: <)i8-25W66 f 


Maria 

Tallchief 


Maria Talkhhf who spent her childhood in 
Fairfax, was Oklahoma's first internationally 
recognized prima ballerina . A protegee of George 
Balanchine, to whom she was once married 
Tallchief starred in many of his ballets, includ- 
ing Swan Lakcrfju/The Firebird, A Kennedy 
Center Honors and National Medal of Arts 
recipient, Maria Tallchief lives in the Chicago 
area with her husband, Henry Paschen , She 
turns seventy-eight in January 

Q: Who or what inspires you? 

A; As a small child, the piano. I had perfect 
pitch, and when I was three, everybody 
thought I was the new Mozart. When 1 
started studying dance, 1 realized that was 
what l wanted to do, 1 realized it was part 
of me, a natural thing for me, 

Q; Who! ts your worst habit? 

A: 1 lave to eat. 1 have to admit, my down- 
fall is chocolate* 

G: What are you reading now? 

A: Erich Segals The Class , 

G: What is your favorite saying? 

A: My mother said, “If at first you don't 
succeed, try, try again/ Ive always tried 
to live by that, 

G: What do you miss about Oklahoma? 

A : 1 1 ove the people i n Oklahoma. Th ey have 
such a wonderful sense of humor. 

Q; What was your favorite ballet role? 

A ; I identified wi ch the Fi rebi rd . The m us ic 
is so beautiful, and the role completely 
matched my temperament. 

G: What was your favorite childhood 
memory of Fairfax? 

A: Our house was on top of a hill. I used to 
love that hill. 1 felt that I was the queen 
of Oklahoma. 

Q : Who! do you enjoy most about life now? 
A: My grandchildren and my daughter, 
who live close to my husband and me 
after many years away. 



24 


OKL AHOM ATGDAY ■ J A N U A R Y / F E B R (J A R Y 2003 


THE OKLAHQKA4W 





Oklahoma's Iona railroad tunnel is located in Pocola* Although the town has a popu- 
lation of only 3,900, it is the state's third-largest community when ranked by area* 


TUNNELING IN POCOLA 

Oklahoma's Only Railroad Tunnel 

Y OU WON’T HAVE TO FIGHT THE CROWDS AT ONE LITTLE- KNOWN TOURIST 
spot. Back in die 1 880s, when Oklahoma was still Indian Territory — called “the Nations 1 ' 
by familiars — the Rock Island Railroad wanted to build a line from Fort Smith, Arkansas, to 
run south and west across the Choctaw Nation in what is now southeastern Oklahoma. 

It wouldn’t he easy though. 

Only a dozen or so miles south of Fort Smith, an east-west ridge* called Backbone Moun- 
tain by locals, extended for a considerable distance in either direction, then rose sharply 
from the floor of the Arkansas River Valley The ridges steep rise and the difficulty of power- 
ing a locomotive up anything more than a gentle grade made going over the top unfeasible* 
It was decided to go under. 

The resulting tunnel* nearly 1 ,200 feet long* was finished in 1 886. Still in use today by the 
Kansas City Southern line, it provides the LeFlore County town ofPocola with a claim to 
fame: The old rock-entranced tunnel is the only railroad tunnel in Oklahoma* 

With the 1 886 date carved over its mourh, the tunnel provides an interesting, even 
somewhat romantic area for a hike. Along the way you can leave behind the modern-day 
noise of streets and highways. I he gravel of the roadbed crunches underfoot, and those so 
inclined can test their balance on the rails, certain to invoke childhood memories* The hike 
allows the enjoyment of a mile or so of quiet forest and a view of an attractive private lake* 
The arched stone opening of the tunnel with its long, dark interior, lends an air of mystery 
A walk near the track from the nearest access road makes for a pleasant excursion. 

- — Doug Keliey 

The Toco la tunnel is located approximately a mile and a half south of the intersection of 
McKenzie Street and Woodson Avenue in Pocola * 



Experience 

the 

Grandeur. 


HWI! 


TUT ARTIFACT, EXHIBi I 


pip S pi -vth'R 

BOOK 

PASSAGE! 


THE MOST 
MAGNIFICENT SHIP 
IN "HISTORY. 

A MOST 
SPECTACULAR 
DISCOVERY. 

now./. 


A MOST 

yi. v •••• ' 

' UNFORGETTABLE 
EXPERIENCE. '* 
v. • ' 'WITNESS 
A DRAMATIC 
PRESENTATION OF 
HUNDREDS OF 
AUTHENTIC ARTIFACTS 

’ FROM THE TITANIC. 

~ * - -* > * „ ** % T; n 

CALL NOW, 
1(866) 602-SHIP 

LIMITED ENGAGEMENT -J 
THROUGH JULY 6, 2003V 


CllarGi ] annul 


2100 NE 52nd Street 
, Oklahoma Gty 
w w w. omni pf e x ‘ o rg 
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Get your copy today at select newsstands 
or from Oklahoma Today . 


15 N. Robinson, Suite 100 ■ OKC, OK 73102 ■ (800) 777-1793 * (405) 521-2496 ■ ok I a horn atoday . 


Shown actual size. 



OKLAHOMAN 
of the-Y EAR 

F or their singular vision, their unparalleled skill, their 

tenacious leadership, and their determination to get the job done, Okla - 
homa Today recognizes the creators of the Oklahoma State Capitol dome as the 2002 
Oklahoman of die Year. Led by two-term governor Frank Keating, these forty diverse 
individuals — donors, administrators, construction workers, architects, designers, 
and fundraisers — proudly represent the tens of thousands of Oklahomans crisscross- 
ing i he state and the nation who gave a part of themselves in order to see the grand 
crown come to life* The structure, built with 90 percent private funds, is truly u of 
the people, by the people, for the people.” Conceived more than eighty years ago, 
the Oklahoma State Capitol dome is an unequivocal triumph. Congratulations. 


ACHIEVEMENT I 27 




I Photograph by 

JOHN JERNIGAN 


OKLAHOMATODAY * JA 


BRU AN Y" 20 0 



mwi 

ft 

tj i 




| i 

v JBPSk. > 


f iB 

n>s 1 

i® 

k 1 'Lk ’ ir 

fjl 

M^\ J 





^ ^ 

¥ iRw 1 i jjH 









il4 ■ . 







■Br 1 v T 












- jfv 



N rl 






B B 'i 



l 


. ;i &|§ 



^ If v 




^UEj ‘,Bl 

j 



■ iifl 






m J 

Hjt > Ai 

L jsIb'7- - J 







\ - 

W 

• a* 


y^J 





On November 16, 2002, at 11 a.m., the 'Creators of the Capitol Dome' were 
photographed on the south steps of the Stale Capitol in Oklahoma City, Later that 
evening, Oklahoma celebrated its new Capitol Dome in style with star-studded 
performances and the larges! fireworks display the state has ever seen* 
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2002 


OKLAHOMAN of the YEAR 



T HAS BEEN A PRIVILEGE TO BE INVOLVED IN SUCH A 
historic project/’ says George Nemecek, a contractor on the 
Capitol Dome project. His words echo the sentiments of cadi 
person photographed — aJI expressed a special pride in their as- 
sociation with the historic endeavor. Prom construction workers 
to the governor, these 2002 Oklahomans of the Year represen t the 
heart and soul of the Oklahoma State Capitol dome* 

1 . Ron Jones of Edmond, 39, electriol foreman, Showver St Son 

2. Edward H. Cook of Oklahoma City, 67, director of 
development, Oklahoma Centennial Commission 

3. Enoch Kelly Haney oF Seminole, sculptor of The Guardian 

4. Jesus Perez of Del City, carpenter foreman, Flintco 

5. Tom Cummings of Tecum seh, 58, project manager, Streets 

6. Tyree Winner of Edmond, plant manager, representing 
General Motors, $1 million donor 

7. George Nemecek of Edmond, 55, president, Nemecek 
Interior Construction Company 

8 Ann a belle E. Cones of The Village, 81 , granddaughter of 
original State Capitol architect Solomon Layton 

9. Frank Keating of Oklahoma City, 58, governor of Oklahoma 

1 0. Archie Dunham of Houston, 64, chairman of the board, 
representing ConocoPhillips, $4.5 million donor 

1 1 John Jamison of Tulsa, 58, project executive, Manhattan 
Construction Company 

1 2. George Bluejacket of Blanchord, 60, project foreman, 
Nemecek Interior Construction Company 

1 3. Herman and LaDonna Meinders of Oklahoma Gty, 

$] million donors 

1 4. John Snyder of Tulsa, 45, Oklahoma division president, 
Manhattan Construction Company 

15. Mark A. Grimes of Edmond, 52, senior vice president, Elintco 

1 6. Larry D. Hale of Goldsby, president, Jay Griffin Painting 

17. Dan Newman of Edmond, 46, vice president, representing 
Halliburton, $1 million donor 


1 8. Cathy Keating of Oklahoma City, 52, first lady of Oklahoma 

1 9. Marsha Lindsey of Oklahoma Gty, 51 , president, 
representing Oklahoma SBC, $ 1 million donor 

20. Howard G. Barnett Jr, of Tulsa, 52, governor's chief of staff 

21. Ronnie Peace of Wellston, 47, director of management 
operations, Flintco 

22* Bill Andrews of Fort Gibson, 66, superintendent, Manhattan 
Construction Company 

23, J, Blake Wade of Oklahoma City, executive director, 
Oklahoma Centennial Commission 

24, Tim Dolf of Oklahoma City, 46, lead structural engineer, 

Fra n kfu rt- Short- Bruza (FSB) 

25, Bianca Castillo of Luther, 1 3, Capitol Dome essay contest 
grand prize winner 

26, Jim W. Bruza of Oklahoma City, 65, project prinidpal, FSB 

27, William Frankfurt of Oklahoma Gty, 6 1 , president, FSB 

28, Steven L. Anderson of Los Vegas, Nevada, 50, president, 
representing Donald W. Reynolds Foundation, $2,5 million donor 

29, Bob Funk, 62, and Nedra Funk, 60, of Yukon, Express 
Personnel, $1 million donors 

30, Mark Rose oF Oklahoma City, 49, president, Advanced 
Masonry 

31 , Mike Doughty of Newcastle, 52, construction manager, Allied 
Steel Construction Company 

32, Brandon Moore of Stillwater, 32, project engineer, Manhattan 
Construction Company 

33, Scott South of Tuttle, 37, superintendent, Flintco 

34, Stan Sims of Edmond, 42, senior vice president, representing 
Bank of America, $1 million donor 

35, Fred Schmidt of Norman, 54, lead architect, FSB 

36, Liane Frank Ozmun of Norman, 44, lead mechanical and 
fire protection engineer, FSB 

37, Jennifer James of Edmond, Capitol Dome essay contest grand 
prize winner 

38, Kendra Jones of Oklahoma Gty, 38, interior designer, FSB 
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The 

Official Record 
of the 

Oklahoma City 

BOMBING 



The Revised Edition 


An updated edition of the Special Memorial Issue of Oklahoma Today is 
now available* Call today to reserve your copy of this critically acclaimed 
issue for only $9.95, plus $4 for shipping and handling. Major credit cards 
accepted. This expanded edition will not be included with regular 
subscriptions to Oklahoma Today. 


Call toll free 1-800-777-1793 

Or order online at www.oklaliomatoday.com 




A w ay fRom it all 

The INN at JARRETT FARM 


I N 1984, WHEN JERRY AND SHAUNA AGNEW BUILT A 
large, yellow hilltop home in Ramona, Oklahoma — -halfway 
between Tulsa and Bartlesville — they underestimated the 
number of guests who would someday take the meandering lane 
off Highway 75 that led to their front door 
That's because by 1 989, the Agnews had converted their home to 
an inn, adding a pair of two -suite cottages in addition to the large 
suite located inside the house. Fine dining, rave reviews from Southern 
Living) The Inn at Jarrett Farm had all the bells and whistles. 

Near!)' a decade later, Marvin Luke and Gar)' Dennis, co-owners 
of Tulsa s Media Concepts, were looking to diversify and discovered 
that the Agnews had put their property' up tor sale, ft had potential, 
they thought, for a drive-through Christmas lights display, the roll- 
ing hills perfect for thousands ot flickering bulbs. 

Dennis had a soft spot for the place; he and wife Suzan once 
stayed in the Sunrise Suite and, he says, '"We knew the Agnews and 
were already in love with the place.” 

Luke and Dennis purchased The Inn at Jarrett Farm in July 1998, 
but somehow' the switch was never flipped on that lights display. 
Instead, the new owners embarked on an ambitious construction 
project (including kitchen upgrades, extensive remodeling, and new' 
cottages) completed by November. That's November 1 998. "We did 
do a lot of work in a short period of time/’ Dennis says. 

During the four and a half years since Dennis and Luke bought 


Jarrett Farm, pampering and chat often elusive “personal touch” have 
become the operating principles. 11 1 believe that when you invest in 
others' lives,” Dennis says, “k really does come back to you.” 

The jarrett Farm version of that principle includes personalized 
notes from the staff, a Ghirardelli chocolate on the pillow, snacks, 
books for cozy reads, coffee service, and a free- of- charge mini-fridge 
stocked with juices and bottled water. The staff, from housekeepers to 
administrators, share smiles, eve contact, and conversation with guests. 
Dennis says, “Its the little things that make the biggest difference. We 
try to make that small investment on the front end.” 

Small investments can yield big results. In 2002, for the fifth year 
running, Jarrett Farm achieved the Mobil Travel Guide four-star 
rating, the only inn in Oklahoma, Kansas, or Arkansas to attain 
the designation. “Its important for us as a state to say that there 
are wonderful places to stay and to dine here,” says Dennis. 

A night at Jarrett Farm means, first, a choice among ten cottage 
suites — with wooded or hilltop views — -or the spacious, el even - 
hundred-square-foot Burgundy Suite located inside the house. But 
if you re accustomed to a Holiday Inn-size bill at checkout, you’re 
in for a surprise at jarrett Farm, Overnight stays start at $1 75, and 
the popular Burgundy Suite fetches $275, double occupancy. 

Though pricey the suites are roomy, with separate living areas and 
private baths plus comfortable furnishings, tasteful decor, and m any- 
pillowed beds, most king-sized. Some have gas log fireplaces, jetted 


by Steffie Corcoran 

photography by J.D. MERRY WEATHER 
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Although Jarrett Farm accommodations are considered first 
class, many travel to the inn for the top-notch cuisine prepared 
by Chef Dennis Long. Lush lawns, below, cover many of the 
property's 120 acres. The view from the main house overlooks 
the sparkling pool and private cottages. 

tubs, kitchenettes, and hide-a-bed sofas, amenities that translate to 
happy guests. Merry Kohler of Tulsa says, 11 My husband Jim and t 
didn’t come to celebrate a special occasion, but we left feeling very 
special,” Unlike some high-end, luxury accommodations, children 
are welcome at Jarrett harm, though the staff makes every effort to 
be sensitive to the privacy needs of other guests. 




TTS NOT JUST THE LODGINGS THA'r ENTICE: WITH ITS 
X winding trails, wildlife, and forested setting, the property is remote 
enough to satisfy yearnings to escape the city, however briefly. Alice 
and Duane Winkler of Bartlesville celebrated her birthday in the 
Redbud Suite last spring. Among the perks, Alice says, 4 a walk in the 
moonlight to see the twinkling lights of the Tulsa skyline; a quiet, 
peaceful evening by the fireplace after a relaxing soak in the Jacuzzi, 
aU to be enjoyed by the beauty of the Oklahoma rolling hills,” 

The rooms and the setting have nothing on the food at Jarrett 
Farm, All overnight guests are treated to a gourmet breakfast, the 
purview of innkeeper Linda Myers, a Brush, Colorado, transplant 
and former missionary in Venezuela. A three to four-course 
breakfast here is more than standard B&B fare. 

The artistically presented smoothies; bacon, potato, and 
sausage-studded breakfast casserole; and cranberry-dotted 
coffeecake and homemade cinnamon rolls prove, Myers says, 
“Meals must look good and taste good. Presentation is impor- 
tant. It may be very simple, but 1 want it to be a work of art, 
something really beautiful.” 

Preparing and occasionally serving breakfast are two of her 
myriad duties* “I believe every detail should be taken care of ” 
says Myers, who started working at Jarrett Farm in 1 999, "Serv- 
ing people is hard work.” 

Service also distinguishes evening dining at Jarrett Farm, and 
consuming all that elegant food is its own kind of work. Din- 
ers should save an hour and a half, minimum, to enjoy dinner 
fully. The inns gourmet dining and wine bar arc open to the 
public ' F h u rsd ay thro ugh S u n d ay eve n i n gs by rcse rva t i o n a n d 


accommodations 
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to guests every evening by prior arrangement. Dennis 
says, “Ninety- five percent of the guests who stay here 
also dine here. To me, its the whole experience. I don t 
think you can do one without the other. 

[n the kitchen, talented chef Dennis Long and guest 
chef John Sunn out — executive chef of the culinary arts 
program at OSU/Okmulgce — are backed by two assis- 
tants. “I worked for some wonderful people willing to 
share the knowledge they had,” says Long, who has no 
formal culinary training. “I had the good luck to pick 
up several things.” 

That Long has picked up a few culinary pointers along 
the way is evident after one Jarrett Farm dinner in one 
of five romantic dining areas. A uniformed, attentive 
server begins with an appetizer, followed by soup, 
salad, and an intermezzo. Finally, with grand flourish 
and much attention to the effect of careful presentation, 
rhe entree arrives. 

The menu, which changes periodically! spotlights several 
dishes, and the choice is a difficult one. Something new 
to Jarrett Farm, say Orange Roughy Veracruz? Or an 
established favorite like the Tenderloin of Beef, a precisely 
cooked filer resting atop a fluffy pile of golden mashed 
potatoes? If your stomach has potential for stretch, save 
room for the sixth course, dessert, an exercise in deca- 
dence. Assistant chef Michelle Pilazzo prepares virtually 
every dessert fresh — from apple dumpling with ice cream 
to cheesecake. 

The Burgundy Suite, above, is located inside the main 
house at Jarrett Farm. The deluxe suite is the most 
luxurious of the inn's many accommodations. A small 
sitting room adjacent to the bedroom has a television 
and stereo. The bathroom, complete with oversized 
marble shower, separate vanities, and a royal Jacuzzi, 
also adjoins the suite, which served as the master 
bedroom for the original owners. 


Dining at Jarrett Farm is a lengthy sensuous gustatory 
experience. 'I want diners to walk away with a memory 
of one of the best meals they've ever had,” says Long, 

But luxury accommodations and fine dining aren't 
the only hospitality bases the folks at Jarrett Farm cover, 
Gary Dennis and staff also host special events (they hired 
a wedding consultant m 2002) and small conferences. In 
1998, the eastern w-ingof the main house was remodeled 
into a conference facility with state-of-the-art technology. 
Other rooms provide the perfect setting for luncheons, 
rehearsal dinners, retreats, and reunions. Weather per- 
mitting, the property s hills and woods make for lovely 
outdoor weddings and gatherings. 

Myers recalls a fiftieth anniversary party in which the 
couples children presented them with a huge pictorial 
display of their lives, “There was laughter, and there 
were tears. It was so special and really beautiful,” Myers 
says. “Those are the reasons why the inn exists. We say. 
Come and make a memory Let's make time special; let's 
make relationships special, 

The Inn at jarrett Farm has all the right trappings. Luxe 
suites. Gourmet dining. Natural beauty Comfort, Even 
still, “The place is no better rhan the people,” Dennis says. 
“The Agnews really had a vision — the pristine, hilltop 
setring. But beautiful buildings and beautiful settings are 
not what make people want to stay Our personal touch 
is what makes guests truly feel welcome,” E33 

Dining at Jarrett Farm is available Thursday through Sunday 
beginning at 5:30 p. nr ; reservations required A conservative , 
Christian business. The Inn at jarrett Farm does not know - 
ingly allow unmarried couples to stay in the same suite. They 
may however, book separate suites and enjoy dining facilities. 
Coupons jar weeknight savings are available on the 'Jarrett Farm 
website. 38009 U.S. Highway 75 North in Ramona. (877) 
371-1200 or (918) 371-1200. janettfarm.com. 
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the 

Inn Breakfast 
Casserole 

1 large potato, baked and shredded 

3 bacon strips, cooked and diced 

4 green onions, chopped 
1/2 teaspoon garlic 
Salt and pepper to taste 
1/2 cup tomato, chopped 
1/2 teaspoon basil 

1 cup cheddar cheese, shredded 
1 cup cooked sausage 
1 cup cream 
6 eggs 

1 cup Monterey jack cheese 

Spray individual casserole dishes or rame- 
kins. Peel and dice cooled, baked potato. Add 
bacon, green onions, garlic, salt, and pepper 
to potatoes and cover bottom of each ramekin 
with mixture. Add layer of crumbled, cooked 
sausage, cheddar cheese, tomato, and basil 
Whisk cream and eggs together. Divide mix- 
ture between six ramekins, 1 /8 cup at a time, 
and top with Monterey jack cheese. Bake in a 
350 degree oven for thirty minutes. Serves six. 


The breakfast at Jarrett Farm, above, gives 
guests something to look forward to after a 
calming night's rest. The breakfast casserole 
and smoothies are two of several popular 
items prepared each morning. 


ACCOMMODATIONS 
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By Kent Frates 



George 'Machine Gun' Kelly and 
his wife Kathryn, above, photo- 
graphed at police headquarters 
in Memphis, Tennessee, in 1933. 
The pair was apprehended for the 
kidnapping of Charles F. Urschel, 
a wealthy oil executive from Okla- 
homa City, opposite* In the hours 
following the crime, thousands of 
onlookers, media, and friends de- 
scended upon Urschel'* home* 



H ARLES URSCHEL DIDN’T NEED TO SHOUT TO BE HEARD. 
Quiet* polite, and private, he was respected for his intelligence and 
proven bravery* A gentleman in every respect, it was not his wealth 
that made him special, but his calm heroism in the face of death that set 
him apart as an extraordinary person. 

Growing up, I called my unde “Big Charles,” He was married to my 


fathers sister, Berenice, and 1 came to know him better when l was sta- 
tioned in San Antonio in the Air Force, when he and my aunt frequently 



entertained me w ith a golf game or lunch. 


years after the 

infamous kidnapping of oil man CHSrles Urschel, his nephew 
recalls the crime and punish rmyk of gangster George 
“Machine Gun” Kelly and his mastermind wife, Kathryn. 


Although Big Charles did not like to talk about himself or the event that 
made him famous, he would sometimes answer questions about misconceptions 
or details otherwise unknown to the public. Through these conversations, 
newspaper accounts, and other published reports, 1 added many facts to 
what was an oft- to Id family— and Oklahoma — -legend. My dad, my mom, 
and Arthur and Ramona Seeligson (another aunt and uncle) often filled in 
the missing details. 

The event was the Urschel kidnapping, a crime U.S. District judge Edgar S, 
Vaught Jr., the trial judge, described as "one of the most vicious criminal 
conspiracies that has come to my knowledge in more than twenty years on 
the bench.” The prosecutor, U.S. District Attorney Herbert Hyde, called it 
The most vicious case ever presented to a court and jury in the southw estern 
part of the United States." 

Although the kidnapping was planned for months by the Kelly gang, it 
actually commenced on a quiet, sultry summer night in Oklahoma City on 
July 22, 1933, at 1 1:15 p.m. Charles and Berenice Urschel and Walter Jarrett 
and his w r ife were playing bridge on the scrcened-in porch ol the Urschel 
mansion at 327 Northwest Eighteenth Street in what is known today as the 
Heritage Hills neighborhood of Oklahoma City, The men wore shirtsleeves, 
the women summer dresses. In this neighborhood, a barking dog was cause 
for excitement. 

Just as the cards were dealt, the porch door facing the Urschel s backyard 
flew open, and two men armed with a submachine gun and a six-shooter 
burst onto the quiet scene. 
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THE KELLYS, AFYWIDE 







Newspaper reporters arid correspondents filled the tables oppo- 
site the jury during the Urschel kidnapping trial. In support of the 
media. Judge Vaught stated in open court that the U.S. attorney 
general suggested heavy trial publicity might deter future crimes. 

“Hands up! Which one of you is Urschel?” asked one of the 
gunmen, later identified as George “Machine Gun' 1 Kelly, He 
nervously pointed the weapon at the bridge players. His partner, 
Albert Bates, stood menacingly next to him with his pistol leveled 
calmly at Ursehels head. 

Neither man at the bridge table identified himself, 

“Well, we il take both of them, 1 ' said one of the gunmen. 

Two worlds had, by design, collided: On one hand, the gangster, 
a breed of man spawned by the Depression and Dust Bowl, borh 
of which caused a wave of reckless criminals to storm across the 
Southwest robbing, kidnapping, and killing. On the other, a man 
of great wealth who made his fortune in the oil business at a time 
when successful wildcatters were little more than sophisticated 
crapshooters searching for oil on guts and instinct. 

Urschel, an unassuming and private man, possessed a keen mind 
and resolute courage that was soon to be tested. A multimillionaire 
in his own right, he was married to Berenice Slick, widow of Tom 
Slick, the “King of the Wildcatters." 

Kelly and Bates forced Urschel and jar ret t through the back 
door, across a darkened backyard, and into their car. With their 
booty in tow, the kidnappers fled the Urschel mansion and Okla- 


homa City, Once into the count ryside, Urschel finally convinced 
Kelly and Bates of his identity; Jarrett was then pushed from the 
moving car, and after rolling to a stop in a dusty ditch, picked 
himself up, walked to a main road, and thumbed a ride back to 
Oklahoma City. 

Urschel — bound, blindfolded, gagged, and placed on the floor 
of the back seat — was transported to a hideout in Texas, There, 
he was held for $200,000 ransom. 

Unknown to Urschel, his hosts included George “Machine Gun" 
Kelly and his second wife, twenty- nine-year-old Kathryn, and two 
of the most wanted criminals in the United States, killers Harvey 
Bailey and Albert Bates. 

In 1928. Kelly, a Memphis native, was convicted in a Tulsa federal 
court for selling liquor ro Indians, a federal crime. While in Leav- 
enworth prison, he decided ro take up a new profession — robbing 
banks, and by 1 933, he was wanted for bank heists in Washington, 
Texas, and Mississippi, 

Bailey, a hardened criminal and known killer, was a suspect in the 
famous Kansas City Union Station Massacre and the St. Valentines 
Day Slaughter. Three months before the Urschel kidnapping, he 
led a breakout from the Lansing Prison in Kansas, kidnapping the 
warden and killing a guard. He also took part in rhe robbery of the 
Lincoln Trust Company in Omaha, Nebraska, a $2 million dollar 
holdup, at the time the biggest in United States history. 

Bates also had a notorious reputation as the "Man of Many 
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Names, using aliases of ail kinds. He had been arrested and jailed 
all over the country for a variety of crimes. 

The real leader of the gang, however, was Kathryn Kelly, as 
mean and cold as a cobra, according to reports. She had a cunning 
and calculating mind and manipulated her husband like a puppet 
master. Legend has it that she bought him his machine gun and 
gave him his infamous nickname. According to the FBI, Kathryn 
planned and masterminded the Urschel kidnapping. 

As the getaway car sped toward the gangsters’ hideout, Urschel 
began the mental process that ultimately led to the gangsters’ 
downfall. He used all of his senses to pinpoint the location of his 
captivity. When the car stopped for fuel, he listened carefully to 
die gas station attendant, learning ol a drought in the area, which 
hurt some crops but "may help the broomcorn some.” He estimated 
the time of his trip by hearing roosters crowing at dawn. 

When at last Urschel reached the place of his imprisonment, he 
redoubled his efforts to identify the location. Chained to a high chair 
and blindfolded, he collected clues to his whereabouts. The water he 


to run an advertisement in the Daily Oklahoman once the funds 
were ready, using certain language to announce a farm sale. Once 
this was done, E.E. Kirkpatrick, one of Urschefs trusted employees, 
received a letter at his Oklahoma City office, Kirkpatrick was told 
to cake "the Sooner," a train on the MK&T line, north to Kansas 
City, He was to travel alone and position himself on the train’s 
rea r o bse rva t io n p lat fo rm . 

During the night, if he saw a bonfire just after leaving Oklahoma 
City, he was to watch for a second bonfire and throw a suitcase 
containing the money from the train. If he saw no such fires, Eu. 
was to proceed to Kansas City, take a room at the Muehlebach 
Hotel, and await instructions, Catlett insisted on accompanying 
Kirkpatrick; armed with a pistol, he remained out of sight during 
the nerve-racking hut uneventful train ride. 

Standing before the court on October 12, 1933, the Kellys were 
without emotion as Judge Vaught sentenced them to prison 'for the 
rest of their natural lives' for their role in the Urschel kidnapping. 
The couple was led from the courtroom under heavy security. 



Kathryn Kelly, was as mean and cold as a cobra. She 


manipulated Machine Gun Kelly like a puppet master. 



drank from a tin cup without a handle had a strong, sulphur taste. 
The accents of his captors were Oklahoma or Texas drawls. He heard 
chickens outside his darkened room, suggesting the location was 
rural. He put his fingerprints on certain planks in the wall. 

Most importantly, twice every day — morning and evening — an 
airplane flew over the makeshift prison. Urschel would count time 
and then ask his guard for the rime of day. One day it rained, and 
the morning plane did not fiy over. 


HILL URSCHEL WAS BEING HELD FOR TEN DAYS, THE 
majority of time in a rundown wooden farmhouse, another 
side of the story was unfolding in Oklahoma City. Berenice Urschel 
immediately reported the crime to the police and the FBI, and 
within hours their home became a media circus replete with casual 
onlookers. After sorting through bogus demands for ransom — and 
actually paying $1,000 to a copycat crackpot — the authorities at 
last had their lead. Three days alter the kidnapping, the real ran- 
som note — written and signed by Urschel — was delivered to his 
friend, oil man John Catlett in Tulsa, The letter was postmarked 
Joplin , Missouri, 

Berenice and her brother-in-law; Arthur Seeligson, set about 
obtaining the $200,000 in cash. The kidnappers instructed Berenice 


Seeing no fires, Kirkpatrick and Catlett checked into the hotel 
in Kansas City. After most of a day passed, the phone rang. A 
kidnapper told Kirkpatrick to take a cab to the LaSalle Hotel 
and then walk west carrying the suitcase. He followed directions, 
and after two blocks, a burly, well-dressed man approached him, 
took the suitcase, and said Urschel would be released. Kirkpatrick 
later learned he was covered by at least two other gunmen during 
his walk and that any false move would have caused him to be 
shot immediately. 

Two days later, a tired and disheveled Urschel appeared at his 
house to tell an even more dramatic tale. Although Machine Gun 
Kelly and Albert Rates did their best to make Urschel believe they 
had taken him north into Kansas or Missouri, he recognized rhe 
rickety one- lane bridge over the Canadian River just before the 
two men set him free in Norman. During the trip, which lasted 
approximately eight hours, he was again bound, gagged, and placed 
on the floor of the back seat. From this helpless vantage point, 
Urschel must have wondered if he was being driven to his release 
or to his grave. As the evidence would later show, he was released 
over the objection of Kathryn Kelly, who wanted him buried in 
the sands of New Mexico or Arizona. 

J. Evdgar Hoover had assigned his best agent, Gus [ones, to the 
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Judge Edgar S. Vaught Jr. presided over the Ursdiel kidnapping 
trial in the fall of 1933. Within 90 days of the kidnapping, 16 
people were sentenced in the case. Twenty-one were eventually 
convicted, including 6 with life sentences. 

case. Ursdiel had barely returned to Oklahoma City when he began 
to huddle with Jones and other FBI agents, H is memory still fresh, 
he recited in clear and meticulous detail every fact gleaned during 
his captivity, Jones and his agents used these facts — particularly 
the information on what turned out to be the American Airways 
Fort Worth-Amarillo daily flights — to focus on rhe location of the 
hideout. Like a modern-day global positioning system, the men 
triangulated the position of the hideout in west Texas. 

The Shannon Ranch northwest of Fort Worth near Paradise, 
Texas— owned by R.G, “Boss" and Ora Shannon, Kathryn Kellys 
mother and stepfather — was a known hideout for hoods on the 
lam but a hard place to catch anyone, due partly to a corrupt 
sheriff but also to its isolation. The FBI had lo move quickly to 
have any chance of finding the gang. In the early morning hours 
of August 12, the FBI, led by Jones and accompanied by Urschel, 
struck with stealth and speed to surround and invade the Shan- 
nons' ranch house. 

Gus Jones woke and arrested Boss Shannon, asleep in a hammock 
on the front porch. Bailey and Ora Shannon were also arrested 
at the ranch, although Machine Gun, Kathryn, and Bates had 
already fled. Approximately 570,000 of rhe ransom money was 
dug up from a garden when the Shannons' young son, Armon, 
cooperated with the FBL 

There was no doubt in the minds of the FBI agents that Ursdiel s 
perceptions and memory led to the capture of the kidnappers and 
the solving of the crime. 


HE CAPTURED CULPRITS WERE TAKEN TO THE “UN- 
breakable” Dallas County jail, and a nationwide manhunt 
began for Albert Bates, Machine Cun Kelly, and Kathryn 
Kelly. Badcy obtained a pistol from a bribed guard in the famed 
Dallas jail. He escaped and fled north in a commandeered police 
car and later a stolen car. Identified in Ardmore, he was caught only 
when the car he was driving overturned on an Oklahoma road after 
a lengthy chase. 

Bates was arrested on August 1 4 in Denver on suspicion of 
robbery. At the time of his arrest, he was carrying S660 of the 
Urschel ransom money. 

A federal grand jury in Oklahoma City indicted the Shannons, 
Kellys, Bates, Bailey, and seven other defendants alleged to be 
money launderers for the ransom money. All of the defendants 
went to trial in Oklahoma City together, except for the Kellys, 
who were still at large. 

The prosecution for the first trial was conducted by the U.S. 
Attorney for the Western District of Oklahoma, Herbert Hyde, 
and George Keenan, a justice department lawyer from Washing- 
ton, D.C,, sent to assist in the case. During the trial, Urschel, 
the prosecutors, and the judge all received death threats from 
Machine Gun Kelly, who even placed his fingerprints on the let- 
ters to confirm his identity. Some letters, signed with a drawing 
of a machine gun, were delivered to the courtroom; some were 
published in the Daily Oklahoman . 

A Threatening letter many believe was written by Kathryn but 
signed by Kelly was addressed ro “Ignorant Charles’ 1 and con- 
tained the following passages: “You don't seem to mind prosecuting 
the innocent , neither will l have any conscious qualms over brutally 
murdering your family . . . . In the event of my arrest > I ve already formed 
an outfit to take care of and destroy you and yours the same as if I were 
there . / am spending your money to have you and your family killed , 
Nice. Oh! You are bucking people who have cash , planes, bombs, and 
unlimited connections both here and abroad.... Now Sap — its up to 


you — if the Shannons are convicted \ you can get another rich wife in 
hell because that will be the only place you can use one. ...Give Keenan 
my regards and tell him maybe he would like to meet the owner of 
the above — see you hi belli” 

The trial, which began on September 1 8, 1 933, and ended twelve 
days later, was remarkable because it was the first one conducted 
under the Lindbergh Kidnapping Law and the first trial in which 
a federal judge allowed movie cameras in the courtroom. 
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Urschel testified as the star witness in a courtroom in the old Fed- 
eral Courthouse in Oklahoma City, which still exists, little changed, 
today. Judge Vaught, a stem and unforgiving judge, presided over a 
jury of twelve white men. The jury convicted two of the seven alleged 
money Iaunderers, all of whom were from Minnesota. Bailey, Bates, 
and the Shannons were sentenced to life imprisonment. 

Meanwhile, the search for die Kellys continued for two months 
as the couple crisscrossed the central United States on a 20,000-mile 
escape, raking them from Texas to Cleveland, Chicago, and Memphis, 
where they were finally apprehended on September 26 at the home 
of J.C. Tichenor. That same day in Coleman, Texas, authorities dug 
up $73,250 in ransom money buried by the Kellys, 

Acting on a tip from a hitchhiker Kathryn had picked up and 
befriended, the FBI intercepted a telegram addressed to Tichenor 
disclosing the Kellys hideout. Kelly was arrested by a heavily armed 
force of local and federal lawmen who found him hung-over and 
dressed in his pajamas, Kathryn asleep in the bedroom. 

The Kellys had sworn they would never be taken alive, another 
idle threat by the blustering Kelly, who surrendered with his hands 
up, allegedly begging, ft Dont shoot, G-men, don’t shoot! " (Kelly is 
said to have coined this new term for the “government men A) 
Hyde and Keenan also prosecuted the Kellys in the same court- 
house before the same judge. Machine Gun Kelly did not testify, but 
Kathryn, in a futile attempt to save herself, rook the stand and tried 
to portray herself as an innocent woman forced to aid her husband 
under his threats and control. During their trial, Machine Gun not 
only verbally threatened Urschel and the prosecutors but attacked an 
FBI agent For this, he was pistol -whipped at the elevator door l he 
jury, unimpressed by Kathryns testimony, found both of the Kellys 
guilty, and judge Vaught sentenced them to life imprisonment. 

In spite of their elaborate plans, all of the perpetrators involved 
were apprehended, tried, and convicted less than three months 
after r he crime, Herbert Hoover later referred to the Urschel kid- 
napping as one of the most important cases in the history of the 
FBI because of the speed and success of the investigation, capture, 
and conviction of the criminals involved. 

Srill defiant and arrogant after his sentencing, Kelly stared directly at 
Urschel in the courtroom and drew his fingers across his throat. 

In spite of his threats against Urschel and his public bravado, 
Kelly respected his former captive, enough so that he wrote him 
a personal letter from Alcatraz seeking his advice on some oil 
properties owned by the Shannons. Urschel — contrary to some 
re p o r ts — neve r rep lied. 

Kelly, later transferred to Leavenworth Federal Prison in Kansas, 
died of a heart attack on July 18, 1954, his fifty-ninth birthday 
Harvey Bailey also served his time in the federal penitentiaries at 
Leavenworth and Alcatraz. On his release from federal custody, he 
was incarcerated in the Kansas State Penitentiary to serve his sentence 
for the 1933 prison break. In 1965, he was released and spent his last 
years in Joplin, Missouri, working as a cabinetmaker, 

Albert Bates died in Alcatraz on July 4, 1 948. 

Gus Jones, the FBI agent who led the investigation of the case. 
In a petition ro the U.S. Board of Parole opposing Kathryns parole, 
meticulously described her involvement in the planning and execu- 
tion of the crime. 


m 
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“For pure brutality and viciousness, the Urschel case h in a 
class by itself The writer [referring to himself] had occasion to 
observe and study Kathryn Kelly, while she was incarcerated in the 
Oklahoma County Jail and in the courtroom during the trial of 
the case. She is, putting it mildly, an enigma. She is a consummate 
actress possessed of a dual personality 1 honestly believe that she 
is the most dangerous woman 1 have ever handled. 

Despite Jones" statement, Kathryn Kelly and her mother, Ora 
S h anno n , we re re I eased fro m p r i s o n i n J u n e 1958, A I th o ug h 
U.S. District Judge W.R, Wallace ordered a new trial for both 
women, the case was never retried because the FBI refused to 
reveal its case file. Kathryn lived the rest of her life in Oklahoma 



Kathryn Kelly is escorted by FBI agents in Cincinnati, Ohio, where 
she began her life sentence. Kathryn, who was married twice before 
marrying Kelly in 1930, was considered the 'brains af the gang/ 


City under an assumed name and worked at a hospital as a book- 
keeper while caring for her mother. She continued to maintain, 
to her death in the 1970s, that she was innocent of any crimes* 
including the Urschel kidnapping. 

Charles Urschel lived a long and productive life. In 1944, to 
take advantage of Texas’ tax structure, lie and Berenice moved ro 
San Antonio, where he died in 1970 at the age of eighty. After 
Urschel s death, it was learned that he had supported Kathryn 
Kellys daughter, Pauline, paying her way through Fast Central 
State College in Ada. The money was administered through Judge 
Vaught so that Urschel could remain anonymous. The reason for 
this generosity is unknown. Until Urschefs death, Pauline thought 
judge Vaught was her benefactor. 

Growing up around Charles, I somehow knew r he was special. 
Treared with respect by my dad, granddad, and their friends, it was 
obvious that he was somehow different and important, possessed 
of patience, intellect, and — although I didn't fully understand it 
at the time — -calm and courage in the face of danger, cm 
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2000 meant that many Oklahomans quickly 


would become reacquainted with fireplaces, 
flashlights, a stack oj blankets, and their 
warmest gloves. Here, contributing editor 
Maura McDermott reflects on her experience. 

RiMAL FORCES: WE CONTEND WITH THEM EVERY 
year in Oklahoma, We have endured dust storms, Hoods, 
and tornadoes. As the first year of the new millennium ended 
in eastern Oklahoma, we added ice storms to the list. The next 
winter, people in the western part of the state did, too. 

1 he freezing rain began on Christmas Day. Freezing rain is 
sneaky. It falls innocently liquid hut then instantly changes into 
a monster, coating everything and thickening minute by minute, 
impossible to stop. Staying home, a request from the highway 
patrol, was an easy accommodation. 

We watched the electric lines, those slender threads, withstand 
the assault for hours, whipping and sagging, while our lights 
brightened and dimmed. Finally, a tree limb came down on the 
line to our house. With an atomic boom, the short circuit lit 
up the yard like a hovering spaceship. The lights went out the 
day after Christmas and did Jit come hack on for, in our case, 
thirteen days. 

My husband Ron and l took turns clutching our battery-pow- 
ered radio. Suddenly our lives were worth reporting on CNN. We 
learned that tens of thousands were without power. Electric lines 
had fallen across Interstate 40. Water plants quit pumping. 

This was the case for hundreds of miles. Ice coated each 
blade of grass so thickly that walking across the yard was like 
rolling on a million marbles. In the dead of night, we were 
awakened by the sound of trees cracking. 

In what many considered a fluke of nature, Oklahoma expe- 
rienced two severe ice storms in back-to-back winters. Eastern 
Oklahoma took its hit in December 2000, then western Oklaho- 
ma in January 2002. The experience eventually sent thousands of 
Oklahomans to the local hardware store in search of generators 
and to the grocery store for bottled water and canned goods. 


Before long, everyday life became less convenient. I missed 
taking a real bath. I missed wearing clean underwear. I even 
missed Oprah. In lieu of watching couples with communication 
problems, I examined the trees thar circle our house. Almost 
all had that chopped look, like people with bad haircuts. 1 also 
spent a good hit of time staring at the icicles dangling from the 
eaves — fantastic ice stilettos, ice bayonets, ice sabers. 

Ice as a persistent feature of the landscape entered my Southern 
consciousness once and for all. I remembered the Jack London 
story where the man walks across the Yukon when its fifty be- 
low. One scene in that story — when the man's spit freezes in 
midair — seemed, for the first time, plausible. 

With thoughts like that to comfort me, I found myself 
compulsively checking the thermo merer, running outside every 
hour like a smoker in need of a nicotine fix. I craved movement 
from the mercury, for the little arrow to rise convincingly above 
t h i rty-rwo degrees . 

At lunch. Jiext to the window, we scrutinized the icicles. Was 
that a drip? Was that the beginning of a drip? We looked closer. 
For days, the answer was an excruciating no, as the temperature 
reached a tantalizing thirty, then thirty-one, 

l was not alone in my need. The birds were ravenous, and my 
supply of sunflower seed ran low. The rabbits appeared at sunset to 
eat what was left of the stale hamburger buns l began tossing out 
for the birds. The only cream re that seemed to relish the situation 
was the cat, who regularly nailed the mice that hung around the 
bird feeder each night cleaning up any crumbs. 

Certainly ranchers looked for the thaw. Ron ventured out each 
morning to feed h Is herd, chop ice so they could drink, rescue 
half-frozen calves, and find die babies who didn’t make it. 
Meanwhile, many people were desperately trying to flush their 
toilets. We didn't have this problem, because though we were 
without water, we have a composting toilet that doesn’t require 
it. Not that anyone was lining up outside to use our facilities; no 
one could get to us even if they had the urge, 

NE DAY WE WOKE UP, AND IT WAS WARMER. TWO 
days later, the ice was gone. But still, we had no light. 
Our spirits sank when the radio newscasters quit reporting 
how many people were still without power. We were the lone 
house at the end of a lone line. 

“Ain’t no country extry fine, if you ain't onto the power line,” 
sang Woody Guthrie i n “End of My Line,” 

I called the electric company again. 

“When do you think you might get to us?” I asked in my 
mos t co n troll ed , pa dent voice . 

No idea.... 

The words hung in the air like frosty breath. 1 hung up 
before 1 started crying. 

As if they heard me, the electric guys showed up within 
hours, haggard after days of working around the clock, but 
polite. In two short hours, tree limbs were cleared, lines were 
mended, and we were back “onto the power line.” £33 
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By Steffie Corcoran and Nicole Emmons 

THINGS 



A Guide to Free Activities 
Across Oklahoma 


WHOEVER SAID YOU CAN'T GET SOMETHING FOR 

NOTHING NEVER SPENT MUCH TIME IN OKLAHOMA. 
BESIDES THE WIDE-OPEN BLUE SKY AND ENDLESS STRETCHES 

OF ASPHALT, BARGAIN-HUNTING ADVENTURERS WILL 
FIND FREE THINGS GALORE FROM BORDER TO BORDER. 



SET IN STONE 


I I n April 1998, Paul Moores 
On the Chisholm Trail , left, an 
8,000-pound, thirry- five- foot 
bronze depicting a cattle drive along the 
historic route, was unveiled in Duncan. 
Commissioned by the McCasIand Founda- 
tion, the sculpture is a focal point for other 
sice projects, including the Chisholm Trail 
Heritage Center. Thanks to free admission, 
visitors’ — 50,000 to date — can enter the 
museum without paying a dime and with- 
out incurring the wrath of security guards. 
Executive director Dr, Chris Jefferies says 
after the high-tech 10,000-square-fooc 
expansion of the facility is completed this 
spring, “There won't be another museum 
like it in the entire country,” (580) 252- 
6692 or omhechisholmtraiLconu 

AJUG OF WINE 


2 When Ben Franklin said, “Wine is 
constant proof that God loves us and 
wants us to be happy,” he might as 
well have been thinking of Oklahoma vine- 
yards and wineries. Bens words remind us 
that here, we have sweet reasons to raise our 


4 4 


OKLAHOWATOOAY ■ J AN U A R Y/F E B R U A R Y 2003 







m 

W t\ 



n 



glasses and save pennies at the same time. All 
of the states winemakers offer free tours of 
their acreages and, better yet, complimentary 
tastings of their wares, including established 
purveyors like Robert Bartunek Winery 
in Enid (580/233-6337) and Tres Suenos 
Winery in Luther (405/277-7089) and 
more recent arrivals like Stone Bluff Cel- 
lars Winery in Haskell (888/275-8579; 
stonebluffcellars.com) and Sparks Vineyard 
and Winery' in central Oklahoma (877/669- 
8893; spiirksvineyard.com). Turkey Creek 
Vineyards (580/983-2285), below, located 



'fl penny saved is a 
penny earned . ’ 

—Ben Franklin 


near Durham in Roger Mills County, is one 
of the smallest wineries in the state. Pop the 
cork at oklahomawines.org. 

INNER SANCTUM 


3 What could be more fun than a 
completely free afternoon in one 
of Oklahoma’s hundreds of mu- 
nicipal parks? You’ll find at least one in 
most towns, dozens in others. Some, like 
Will Rogers Park and Garden Center 
in Oklahoma City (405/943-0827) and 
Woodward Park in Tulsa (918/746-5125; 
tulsagardenccnter.com/wpdetails.html) 
contain the visual riches of lush landscap- 
ing and manicured horticulture. Others, 
like Anadarko’s Randlett Park (405/247- 
6484), are more recreational, with croquet, 
horseshoes, exercise paths, and tennis courts 
among the calorie-burning offerings. And 


Woodward Park in Tulsa, located in the 
central part of the city, is a popular spat for 
afternoon strolls and family picnics. 

what kid doesn’t love a park? The Hideout 
at Redbud Park in Marlow (580/658-2212) 
contains 13,000 square feet of playground 
equipment with a western theme. 


ALPHA DOGS 


4 Running a close second to Little 
League baseball in the number of 
amateurs they attract, dog shows 
are a little-known no-cost activity. The 
majority of Oklahoma’s American Ken- 
nel Clubs allow spectators to check out 
the star hounds sans admission, in most 
cases even sniff around 
the grooming area 
and maybe get in ; 
few good pats. It’s 
hard to imagine 
the fun and hilar- 
ity of a dog show 
until you’ve seen 
one for yourself. 

Check out upcom- 
ing free shows May 
4 at the Oklahoma 








Built in 1845/ the George M. Murrell home 
in Park Hill/ above/ stands as a historical 
tribute to the antebellum Cherokee Nation. 

State Fairgrounds in Oklahoma City and 
a four-day show at the Shawnee Heart of 
Oklahoma Expo Center Memorial Day 
weekend. For more information, log on 
to akc.org or onofrio.com. 

GROWTH SPURTS 


5 Varied topography coupled with 
mild temperatures provide our 
state with a bounty of growing 
things. Though wilderness has its ap- 
peals, nature lovers also will appreciate 
Oklahoma’s free botanical gardens. When 
in Grove, don’t miss the Japanese-influ- 
enced Satsuki Gardens (918/786-2281) 
with landscaping elements of stone, wa- 
ter, and plants. Head to Stillwater for the 
one thousand plant species at the Okla- 
homa Botanical Gardens and Arbore- 
tum (405/744-5404; hortla.okstate.edu). 
Up north, ten acres of pristine perfection 
await the traveler to the Cann Memo- 
rial Botanical Gardens in Ponca City 
(580/767-0427). 


LIVING HISTORY 

6 The Oklahoma Historical So- 
ciety supplies three-dimensional 
memories in every corner of the 
state. Of OHS’s thirty-three historic 
museums and sites, twenty-nine offer free 
admission (though all will gladly accept any 
amount you might be moved to donate). A 
turn-of-the-centurv classroom at the Rose 
Hill School in Perry, the charm of the 
circa-1845 George M. Murrell home near 
Tahlcquah, and the state’s crude history at 
the Healdton Oil Museum are but three 
of the OHS offerings. For specific site and 
museum information, call (405) 521-2491 
or ok-history.mus.ok.us. 

GET BUSY! 

7 For free fun that’ll add years to 
your life and enhance its quality, 
consider one of Oklahoma’s ur- 
ban trails. Passersby can’t help but notice 
the sheer numbers of 
walkers, joggers, cyclists, 
and inline skaters rolling at 
various rates of speed along 



the Lake Hefner Trails in Oklahoma City 
or around Tulsa’s LaFortune Park. Pedal, 
walk, run, or roll your way to these or other 
multiuse trails at River Parks and Turkey 
Mountain in Tulsa, the Lake Stanley 
Draper trails in southeast Oklahoma 
County, the South Grand Boulevard Trail 
in south Oklahoma City, Pathfinder Park- 
way along Bartlesville’s Caney River, and 
the exercise trails at Meadowlake Park in 
Enid. Your body — and pockctbook — will 
thank you for it. 

PARK IT 

Oklahoma’s fifty state parks com- 
prise one of the best — and most 
affordable — public park systems 
anywhere. Luckily, much of what they have 
to offer doesn’t cost a red cent. Consider Fort 
Cobb State Park in west-central Oklahoma. 
The 1 ,872-acre park along Fort Cobb Lake 
boasts a variety of birds, waterfowl, 
and wildlife species for nature lov- 
ers, including deer, eagles, pelicans, 
and, says park employee Beverly 
)ohnson, “tens of thousands 
— of ducks.” 
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Like many Oklahoma parks, Fort Cobb 
State Park allows free fishing (with a state li- 
cense) along its forty-five miles of shoreline. 
Especially prone to nibble: catfish, walleye, 
bass, and crappie. Those who would rather 
get their feet wet can put boats or personal 
watercraft in the lake for free or sail if the 
mood strikes them. 'Tree day use 1 also 
means plenty of family- friendly picnic 
tables and playground equipment. (405) 
643-2249; oklahomaparks.com. 

200 DAYS 

9 The Lorikeet is flying north this 
spring. So quit hibernating in front 
of the TV and visit the Oklahoma 
City Zoos most recent addition this win- 
ter. The zoo has waived admission every 
Monday in January, February, and Decem- 
ber. (405) 424-3344 or okczoo.com, 

PARADISE FOUND 

Jk Once envisioned as the 

1 freed mans paradise from 
■I ^0 Southern oppression, Okla- 
homa has been home to more than 
fifty all-black towns in its short history, 
more than any other state in the nation. 
From presratehood Marshalltown in 
the 1860s to Boley (918/667-9790), 
Langston (405/466-3 1 17), or Renties- 
ville (918/473-1577) still in existence, 
Oklahoma's historical black towns are a 
Sunday drive favorite, soulofamerica.com 
or travelok.com. 



SKATEBOARDING IS 
NOT A CRIME 


Jk jk The young and hip, too, require 
fun leisure activities. For a tcenaged 
good time that won't bankrupt the 
college fund, test- drive a skate park. Over the past 
few years, this West Coast craze has caught on 
here, with parks popping up like wildfiowers in 
the coolest communities. Stillwater’s Strickland 
Park sports quarter pipes, a pyramid, and mini 
ramps; in Muskogee, an airport hangar at Hatbox 
Field provides the venue for an adult-supervised 
indoor park for skaters. Check out other free 


20 FREE MUSEUMS 





TOWN 

PHONE NUMBER 

o 

Shattuck Windmill Museum 

Shattuck 

(580) 938-28)8 

© 

Har-Ber Village (below left) 

Grove 

(918] 786-6446 

© 

Stafford Air & Space Museum 

Weatherford 

(580] 772-6143 

© 

Fort Sill National Historic 
Landmark & Museum 

Lawton 

(580) 442-5123 

© 

Trolley Museum 

Me AJ ester 

(918)423-2446 

© 

Gene Autry Oklahoma Museum 

Gene Autry 

(580) 294-3047 

© 

Railroad Museum of Oklahoma 

Enid 

[580] 233-305 1 

© 

Sod House Museum 

Aline 

(580) 463-241 1 

© 

Museum of the Western Prairie 

Altus 

(580) 482-1044 

© 

Museum of the Red River 

Idabel 

(580) 286-363 6 

© 

Ralph Cain Jr. Memorial 
Newspaper Museum 

Carmen 

(580) 987-2321 

© 

Will Rogers Memorial Museum 

Claremore 

(918) 341-0719 

© 

Mission Bell Museum 

Coweta 

(918) 486-2513 

© 

Oklahoma Country/Western 
Music Hall of Fame 

Del City 

(405) 677-3174 

© 

Fred Jones Jr» Museum of Art 

Norman 

(405) 325-3272 

© 

World Organization of China 
Painters Museum 

Oklahoma City 

(405) 521-1234 

© 

A.D, Buck Museum of 
Science and History 

Tonkawa 

(580)628-3318 

© 

Oklahoma Jazz Hall of Fame 

Tulsa 

(918) 596-1001 

© 

Choctaw National 
Historical Museum 

Tu ska homo 

(918) 569-4465 

© 

Jim Thorpe Home 

Yale 

(918) 387-2815 
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'Frugality without cre- 
ativity is deprivation.’ 
— fimy Dacyczyn 


use outdoor skate parks in Tulsa, Edmond, 
Oklahoma City, Enid, and Norman* For 
information* contact local community 
parks and recreation departments. Don t 
iorget the safety gear. 


ROCK STEADY 


Jk With more of the elements 

M than most regions can boast 
H within our borders, Okla- 

homa provides free recreational opportuni- 
ties of all kinds* Rock grab you? Latch onto 
one of the Wichita Mountains many crags 
( 5 8 0/4 29-3222; sou t hwest.Rvs.gov/ refuges / 
Oklahoma/ wichita). Love sandy beaches? 
Head to the Great Salt Plains between 
April and mid-October, bucket in hand, 
and dig for selenite crystals (580/6264731 ; 
oklahomaparks.com). If you re a fan of the 
outdoors, period, the Sequoyah National 
Wildlife Refuge in Vian offers plenty of 
hiking terrain (918/773-5251)- In a more 
serious frame of mind? Stroll the grounds of 
the Oklahoma City National Memorial and 
remember April 19, 1995 (405/235-3313; 
ok I a homacity national me morial.org). 


HORSING AROUND 


Jk ^^9 Only one in thirty Clydes- 
dales is born black. Robert 
■B A. Funk, owner of Express 

Clydesdales in Yukon, has collected more 
than forty of these beautiful anomalies since 
1996, But chats not all to appreciate at the 
Express Ranch. A completely restored 1936 
Amish barn houses ten horses, the visitors 
center, and a gift shop, Take a completely free 
tour of the barn and seize the opportunity to 



14 


meet one of these rare and gentle giants, (405) 
3 5 0-64 04 or exprcssclyd esdales , com . 


EVERYBODY'S HALL 
OF FAMER 

This year, find yourself 
touring the stately halls 
of Olympic medalists, 
renowned jazz artists, and well-known 
wrestlers. The International Gymnas- 
tics Hall of Fame in Oklahoma City 
(405/235-5600; ighof.com), 
the Oklahoma Jazz Hall of 
Fame in Tulsa (918/596- 
1001; okjazz.org), and the 
National Wrestling Hall of 
Fame & Museum in Stillwa- 
ter, above, (405/377-5243; 
wrest! i n ghal I offa me, o rg) o ffer 
Oklahomans a free chance to 
see the best of the best. 


lars and look toward Oklahoma skies 
for a glimpse of this majestic creature 
whose adult wingspan can reach up to 
seven fecr. If even bigger is what you’re 
looking for, buffalo, sometimes weigh- 
ing in at two thousand pounds, can be 
seen at wildlife sanctuaries across the 
state. Several offer free drive-th roughs, 
including the Wichita Mountains 
Wildlife Refuge and Visitor's Center 
in Indiahoma (580/429-3221) and the 
Jallgrass Prairie Preserve in Pawlutska 
(918/287-4803). 



FREE AND 
NATURAL 


Jk Its a bird; its a 

plane. Its a bald 
H eagle on vacation. 

Th is w i n te r, grab yo u r b i noe u - 


16 STATE PARKS WITH TRAILS 

® Quartz Mountain 

Lone Wolf 

© Roman Nose 

Wa tonga 

© Lake Texoma 

Kingston 

0 Alabaster Caverns 

Freedom 

© Black Mesa 

Kenton 

© Lake Eufaula 

Checotah 

© Lake Eucha 

Joy 

© Foss 

Foss 

© Great Plains 

Mountain Park 

© Heavener Runes tone 

Heavener 

© Lake Thunderbird 

Norman 

© McGee Creek 

Farris 

© Red Rock Canyon 

Hinton 

© Talimena 

Talthma 

© Beavers Bend 

Broken Bow 

© Lake Murray 

Ardmore 
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12 PUBLIC WORKS OF ART 



ARTIST 

TYPE OF ART 

TOWN 

0 Keeper of the Plains 

H.T. Holden 

Sculpture 

Enid 

© Mickey Mantle 

Biaire Buswell 

Sculpture 

Okb homo City 

© The Messenger 

Cha' Tuliis 

Mural 

Hominy 

© Homeward Bound 

Allon Houser 

Sculpture 

Normon/OU Campus 

© David L Payne Memorial 

Collaboration 

Monument 

Stillwater 

© The Bear and Cubs 

Anna Hyatt Huntington 

Sculpture 

Anadarko 

& Aviation Futures 

Sandra Van Zandt 

Sculpture 

Bartlesville 

@ Pioneer Man 

Rich Muno 

Sculpture 

Clinton 

© Praying Hands 

Leonard McMurry 

Sculpture 

Tulsa/ORU 

® Chief Standing Bear 

Oretand C, Joe 

Sculpture 

Ponco City 

® When Friends Meet 

Allan Houser 

Sculpture 

Clare more/ Rogers University 

© American Eagle 

Clayton Coss 

Sculpture 

Bristow 


A MONUMENTAL 
OCCASION 

Not only is the State Capitol 
Complex home to the Okla- 
homa State Capitol Build- 
ing (405/521-3356), which lays claim to 
a slew of famous portraits and murals on 
Oklahoma history plus a new dome, its 
also home to several well-preserved oil 
wells, the Oklahoma Historical Society 
(405/521-2491), the Allen Wright Me- 



morial Library (405/522-3505), and the 
Governors Mansion (405/521-9211). 
Free tours of the mansion are available 
from February to November on Wednes- 
days from I to 3 p.m, (405) 521-2342 or 
governor, state, ok, us. 



ORANGE APPEAL 


It just takes a little spirit to 
have a good time. This fall, don 
some orange and black and pull 
on those cowboy boots to help kick off Okla- 
homa State University^ 2003 Homecom- 
ing week with its annual Harvest Carnival. 
The festivities continue with street painting, 
free trolley tours of the campus, the “Cowboy 


Craze ’ pep rally, and the annual Walkaround 
celebration with thousands of people walking 
the streets, admiring the lights and action of 
Stillwater's elaborately decorated Greek 
houses. Finally, on Saturday morning, one 
of the largest Homecoming parades in the 
nation previews the gridiron action in grand 
fashion. Logon to orangcconnection.org for 
specific dates after February. 

HERITAGE 
WITHOUT HASSLE 


From the Fritz Scholder ex- 
hibit, Art & Soul, running 
February 22 Through April 
6, to the permanent collection of Ameri- 
can portraits. About Face , the Gilcrease 
Museum exhibits an eclectic mixture of 
western heritage. Spend a few free hours 
viewing the artifacts it took Tulsa oil man 


*1 don’t care too much 
for money. Money 
can’t buy me love.’ 

—The Beatles 
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Thomas Gilcrease five decades to amass. 
With such a wealth of cultural identity in 
your grasp, you can t afford not to. (918) 
596-2700 or gilcrease.org. 


rhe states museums, galleries, 
and historic sites offer free 
admission, including Creek 
Council Oak Park in Tulsa 
(918/596-7275)* Cheyenne 
Cultural Center in Clinton 
(580/323-6224)* Indian 
City U,S,A, in Anadarko 
(800/433-5661 ), Spiro 
Mounds Archaeological 
Center in Spiro (913/962- 
2062), Sequoyah’s Cabin 
i n Sail isaw (9 1 8/775-241 3) * 
Kartza Museum in Kaw 
City (580/269-2552), and 
Jacobson House Native Arts 
Center in Norman (405/366- 
1667). Also, the Cherokee Heritage Center 
in Tahlequah offers free admission the first 
Saturday of every month (918/456-6007 or 
cherokeeheri rage, o rg) ♦ 


SUMMERTIME 

This summer, the Sunday 
Twilight Concert Series 
(405/270-4848) and Tulsa 
Arts and Humanities Council Chautauqua 

(918/584-3333) will entertain you without 
touching your pockerbook. From an educa- 
tional visit with Henry David Thoreau to a 
twilight jazz concert, Oklahoma entertainers 
are sure to fill those steamy, listless hours of 
summer with nothing but enjoyment. 





NATIVE PRIDE 


Jk Oklahoma may be a young 

state, hut on an archaeo- 
m logical timeline, its ancient. 

Oklahoma proudly totes its native roots in 
time-honored traditions and artistic expres- 
sions ingrained in everyday life. Many of 



20 FREE OKLAHOMA FESTIVALS 



TOWN 

DATE 

© Azalea Festival 

Muskogee 

April 

© Faux Festival 

Grove 

April I 

© Medieval Fair 

Norman 

April 4-6 

© Redbud Festival 

Shawnee 

April 12 

© '89er Day Celebration 

Guthrie 

April 15-20 

© Herb and Plant Festival 

jenks 

April 19 

© Festival of the Arts 

Oklahoma City 

April 22-27 

© Hugo Lake Spring Fest 

Hugo 

April 25-27 

© Prague Kolache Festival 

Prague 

May 3 

© Arts for All Festival 

Lawton 

May 9- 1 1 

© Fountain Fest 

Vinita 

June 7 

© World's Largest Free Powwow 

Pawnee 

July 3-6 

© Woody Guthrie Folk Festival 

Okemah 

July 9-13 

© Black-Eyed Pea Festival 

Hollis 

August 9 

© Magnolia Festival 

Durant 

September 5-6 

© Heritage Festival 

Shattuck 

September 5-7 

© Backdoor Cajun Music Festival 

Tulsa 

September 6 

© Southwest Festival of the Arts 

Weatherford 

September 6 

© World's Largest 

Vinita 

September 13 

Calf Fry Festival 



© Guymon Fiesta 

Guymon 

September 1 4 
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FRONTIER COUNTRY 

For more information , contact us at 
1-800-767-7260 • www.visitnorman.com 


OKIAHOMA 

NATIVE AMERICA. 

1 - 800 - 652-6552 




The Myriad Botanical Cardens presents 


™ £ 31 $aWn<i. 

Garammg deboot 

MARCH 29, 2003 

Stage Center in downtown OKC 

For registration information, 
call 405/297-3995 
or visit www.myriadgardens.com 



2003 

Calendar 
Of Events 


T 89er CELEBRATION 
Apr. 15-20 


GUTHRIE JAZZ BANJO 

FESTIVAL 

May 23 - 25 

GUTHRIE 

ROAD CELEBRATION 
Sept. - 6 

OKLAHOMA'S 
INTERNATIONAL 
BLUEGRASS FESTIVAL 
Oct. 2 -4 

GUTHRIE ART WALK 
Mar. 29 / Nov. 8 

TERRITORIAL 
CHRISTMAS 
CELEBRATION 
Nov, 29 - Dec, 23 
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click: <il JTHKI EO KiCOM 
290 - 1880 
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THAT WAS THEN 

I THIS IS 

Now 

y^^urn off the highway is a step back 
in time, Awaiting you in Guthrie is 
a chance to roam the streets of the 
First Capital of the Oklahoma Territory, 
Delightful shops, galleries and eateries 
focus on your quest for the best while a 
wide variety of inkeepers are anxious 
to pamper you. 


Complete with period architecture, 

carriage and trolley rides, and all the 

ambience of days gone by, Guthrie is 

a great place to get away, for a day or for 

a lifetime. So gather your friends and 

family! Now is a great time to visit 

the spirit of the Territory 

and make your own 

J TO 

GUTHRIE 
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OKIAHCM 

NAM AMERICA 


1 - 800 - 652-6552 


FRONTIER COUNTRY 

For more information, contact us at 
1-800-767-7260 • www.visitnorman.com 


Fi^itiergr 
mtryT' 


Country 1 



It's not like any museum I've 
ever seen! We can touch 
and play and imagine life in 
a child -size town! Come and 
experience it for yourself! 

Jasmine Moran^^ 
Children's museuM 

Seminole, Oklahoma 
1-800-259-KIDS 

...where children play to learn 
G adults learn to play. 

1714 Highway 9 W 
(405) 382-0950 
Hours open: 

Tues. ■ Sat. Warn - 5pm 
Sunday 1pm • 5pm 



Norman is the perfect 
getaway in January and 
February! Take advantage 
of our weekend hotef 
specials and enjoy great 
OU basketball, a Mardt 
Gras parade, a Chocolate 
Festival and ^ 
eagle watches. 



m 

JRS 

CoWboYs&Indians 



Stillwater. .home of great lodging 
unique shopping experiences, 
museums, attractions and an abun- 
dance of great restaurants. Stop by 
the Convention and Visitors Bureau lor 
the following Information: 

* Stillwater Visitors Guide 

* community calendar of events 

* museums & attractions 

* lodging information 

* Stillwater maps 

* parks & shopping 

* recreation & entertainment 

* hospitality news fetter 


Stillwater Convention & 
Visitors Bureau 

800-991-6717 or 405-743-3697 
www.come2stiNwater.com 





The site of one of the worst terrorist attacks on American soil 
is now a place of remembrance and education. 

Symbolic Memorial grounds are open 24- hours a day. seven days a week. 

There is no charge to tour the Memorial grounds. 

Memorial Center m useum hours: Adm isrion: 

Monday Saturday. . 9 ami. 6 pin. Adults $7 

S unday,, I p. m. 6 p.m . Seniors 

Ticket sales stop one hour prior to closing Students,.... ..... . 


Children 5 & Under. 


No charge 


620 N Harvey Ave*. Oklahoma City, OK 73 m2 * 405-235-3313 * www.oklahomacttynattdnalfnemorial.org 
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KAW LAKE 


ASSOC HT I ON 


For more information, contact us at 
1-877-671 -6985 • www.kawlake.com 


OKIAHOMA 

NAIM AMERICA 


1-800-652-6552 




eagLe watCH at 
kaw Lake^Q^ 


Saturday, January 18, 2003 

For information call 

580/762-9494 or 

877/671-6985 

E-mail: kawlake@kskc.net 

www.kawlake.com 



K 





r maaf tte ilie vascuess of 3 7, OCX) acres 

oi undisturbed prairie next to the Osage Nation capital**. 

Where over 250 XXX) head of cattle thrive,** Where Wild 
West outlaws such as Jesse James and Belle Start hid out 
in their glory days*.. Pawhuska, the real Native America* 

Rich History... 

Ancient Tradition... 

Exciting Future 



h Hotel IntWittutioii 


DAYS INN inn . 

(300} 800-8000 (8110) (8CH3> 228-515(1 


For hiforuintion, contact die RlackwelJ Chamber of Commerce 
120 S, Main / (580) 363-4195 / e-mail: cliambc rfrtkskc.net 
Visit our vvchMtc - www.ltlackwcllcliiimber.org 


While in Blackwell visit: 

* Top i>/' Oklahoma Museum 

* Historic Electric Park Pavilion 

* The Demited Railroad 

* 6 Antique Molls— Oner 250 Dailtrs, 

Open 7 i hiys a week 

* Ottrstamiiiig dining ami shopping 

* RT parks and Gidf Course! 

Don't miss Blackwells 

Annual tulips A Bloom Festival, 

Saturday April 5 r 2003! 







BILL TIFFEY 


DESTINATION: WINTER RETREATS 





COLD COMFORTS 

.7 • *? . #£ • : 7. . ! 

r fr , ■ , ■ /■ ^ 

When lost light, fallen leaves, and the fragrant hint of 

‘ ■ 'Sp ■' <'K VrJr, 

wood smoke lure you with comfy relaxation, why fidht it?' : 

; s . - . 

Winter is Mother Nature's "lights out/' our cue to switch gears 
U| ; ■ oiv /■•■■/ 

without guilt, eat hearty, and clomp around in thick-soled 

ll- ^ 4 a +U a , . U . .1 a _Ll a 


that underscore otirfleed for a Seasonal change of pace- From 

hacienda to huhtiiig lodge, Oklahoma's winter getaways are 

V- ■•dJi.ri'Z %. 

as unique as snowflakes, offering everything from winter 

hiking, quail hunting, and fishing to softfirelight and hot tubs 

\ M v £ '|-i y, '*u w; ; > ,,, r ;■ 

f // which accompany the quiet winters landscape- - 

,♦ v' ^ ,' r ' - \ ' V / - - 

# ■ let winter's magic curl around you* You T ll find there'is more 


BY MARY tOGAN WOLF 


GETAWAY 




No other magazine brings you the entire state all year long. 

Save up to 50 v /o off the newsstand price when 
you subscribe for more than one year. 

Just $17.95 f° r s ^ x issues, plus receive our annual OKT Traveler for FREE. 


Call i - 8 o G - 7 7 7 - 1 7 9 3 or 405-521-2496 • Visit our web site at oklahomatoday.com 


4 _ « _ , _ , _ ] Oetoch the Reader Response postcard 

Reader Service Card Directory 

Grde ihe numnbers loaf correspond with the 
^ advert isers you wont to team more about. 

Want lo know more about our adverlisers? It's as easy as 1-2-3 _ . . . , . 

J Drop m& postage-paid postcard in me mat! 


1 

Adams Mark Hotel, Tulsa 

1 6 Great Salt Plains Association 

30 

Omniplex 

2 

Amtrak 

1 7 Green Country Marketing 

31 

Pawhuska Chamber of 

3 

An Affair of the Heart 

Association 


Commerce 

4 Ardmore Tourism 

18 Guthrie CVB 

32 

Pete's Place Restaurant 

5 

Bartlesville CVB 

1 9 jasmine Moran Children's 

33 

Ponca City Tourism 

6 

Blackwell Chamber of 

Museum 

34 

Price Tower Arts Center 


Commerce 

20 Kaw Lake Association 

35 

Red Carpet Country 

7 

Cherokee Heritage Center 

21 Lawton Fort Sill Chamber of 


Association 

8 

Chisholm Trail Museum 

Commerce 

36 

Renaissance Hotel, Tulsa 

9 Creek Council House Museum 

22 M&D Star Drug 

37 

Route 66 Association 

10 

Denison, TX Chamber of 

23 McBirney Mansion 

38 

Shawnee CVB 


Commerce 

24 Muskogee CVB 

39 

Stillwater CVB 

n 

Eagle Watch at Kow Lake 

25 Myriad Gardens 

40 

Vinita Area Chamber of 

12 

Edmond CVB 

26 Norman CVB 


Commerce 

13 

Five Civilized Tribes Museum 

27 Northwest Inn 

41 

Wa tonga Cheese Festival 

14 

Frontier Country Marketing 

28 Oklahoma City National 

42 

Windsor Market 


Association 

Memorial Museum 

43 

You rOkla homo .com 

15 

Gordon's Jewelers 

29 Okmulgee Main Street 
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There's a certain slant of light/Winter afternoons . rJ — Emily Dickinson 


BLACK MESA BED AND BREAKFAST 






The rock formations and mesas surrounding the Black Mesa Bed 
and Breakfast near Kenton remind us that the Oklahoma Panhandle is 
anything but flat. Five years ago, Vicki and Monty joe Roberts adapted 
their historic home to suit guest needs. An upstairs family suite with pri- 
vate bath sleeps eight, and the downstairs room accommodates two ai 
has a private bath. If you prefer more rustic digs, a nearby bunkhouse aust 
sleeps eight but requires a short walk to the bathhouse. Vicki's breakfast is*- 
made to order and served at guests' convenience. After breakfast, lace up 
the hiking boots and explore the 7,500-acre property. Nearby Black Mesa, 
Oklahoma’s highest point at 4,973 feet, towers over the ranch. $60 per 
night for couples. (580) 26 1-7443; ccccok.org/bmbbJitml* 


RETREATS 57 


Sulphur Springs Inn Bed & Breakfast 

Get the royal treatment at Sulphur Springs Inn Bed & 

Breakfast. The last of Oklahoma's restorative bathhouses, this bed 
and breakfast owned by Charlie and Chen Wright takes its curative 
role seriously. Guests relax in an elegant yet comfortable setting with a 
choice of seven rooms with private baths, all free from the distractions 
of television or phone. A tasty breakfast and a bicycle ride around the 
adjoining Chickasaw National Recreation Area make for an enjoyable 
morning. Leave your cold -weather cares behind with a massage ($60) 
or enjoy a steamy soak in one of two indoor spas fed with spring water. 
$95 per night, (877) 622-5930; sulphursprtngsinn.com. 


REBEL HILL GUEST RANCH 


Cedar Canyon Lodge 

SWEET FREEDOM IN FREEDOM 


Pine Lodge Resort 

When you want peace and quiet plus golf, 
shopping, and fine dining, head to Pine 
Lodge Resort, the only log cabin resort 
on Grand Lake. Six new cabins, complete 
with kitchenettes, wood-burning fireplaces, 
decks, and outdoor hot tubs, arc tucked in a 
wooded acreage where wildlife visits arc part 
of the scenery, “Whatever a guest wants to 
do, well arrange it for them/’ says June Box, 
who owns Pine Lodge with husband An, 
Outdoors, Pine ixxlge includes an archery 
range, basketball court, horseshoes area, and 
fishing dock. Cabins sleep four and rent for 
$95 to $ 1 25 per night. (9 1 8) 782- 1400; 
reaec.net/ - pi nclodge/ intro JitmJ. 


Carved w r idi canyons, valleys, and streams, the 
only tiling overwhelming about Cedar Canyon 
Lodge is die splendid isolation. “Our guests 
come here to get away,” says Marvin Nixon, who 
owns die lodge with Anita Rennebohm. In cooler 
months, hunting is prime on the Cedar Canyon 
acreage. Guided hunting trips are available, 
with packages from 5300 to $ 1 ,500. The lodge 
restaurant, the Stables Cafe and Cantina, is 
known for fantastic prime beef steaks served in 
front of a rock fireplace. Rooms in the lodge sleep 
six ($75 to $85 per night). Or check out the 
rustic ranch house with room for ten ($85+ per 
night). (580) 62 1 -3258; cedarcanyonlodge.net. 


the Wild Things Are 


Outdoorsy folks have free rein to saddle 
up and explore five hundred acres of bridle 
paths that crisscross Rebel Hill Guest Ranch in 
Antlers. The ranch also offers guided hunts and 
fishing Trips down the Kiamichi River. Ameni- 
ties include five cabins equipped with kitchens, 
cuoking utensils, and linens ($85 to $125 
weekdays, $200 to $350 for weekend stays). 
The Cajun Hide-Out Cabin sleeps ten and is lo- 
cated on an island surrounded by a moat ($125 
weekdays, $350 for weekend stays). 

For the romantically inclined, spend a 
night in the eighty-foot Victorian passenger 
train, redone as a two-bedroom suite with 
claw- footed bathtub and marble mock fire- 
place ( $100 weekdays, $300 for a weekend 
stay). Family-friendly Rebel Hill entertains 
kids with horseback rides, paddleboars, and 
a nature preserve. For an adventure they 11 
remember, let the young ones bunk in the 
authentic Old West covered wagon ($25 per 
nighO. (580) 298-2851; rebelhillranch.com. 





RED CARPET COUNTRY 


For more information, contact us at 
1-800-447-2698 • www.redcarpetcountry.com 




OfOAHCM 

NATIVE AMERICA. 


1 - 800 - 652-6552 


Northwest 

INN 

AAA- Approved • Non-smoking Rooms 
Indoor Pool • Game Room 
HBO & In-room Movies 
Restaurant & Lounge 
Complimentary Coffee & Newspaper 
Delivered to Your Door Daily 

Northwest Inn 

Hwy. 270 and First Street 
P.O. Box 1006 • woodward. OK 73802 
(580) 256-7600 

For Reservations Only Call: 
800-72 7-7606 



i Carpet Country 

Wall-tu Wall Hospitality 


Rodeos • Festivals • Fishing 
Hunting • Historic Sites 
Camping • Museums 


Drawer B, Alva, OK 73717 
(800) 447-2698 
www.redcarpetcountry.com 


AMERICA, 



Watonga Cheese Festival 


Cheese Food Contest, Arts & Crafts, Quilt Show, 
Juried Art Show, Classic Car Show, Food & Cookware Show, 
Variety Show, Craft Show with more than 200 vendors, 
Carnival, Music, Great Rat Race, Parade, 

Tours and Amusements 

October 10 Si II, 2003 * 9 a.m. to 6 

2-day pass - $3 ■ Under 12 - free 

www.watonga.com/chamber ■ e-mail: cwatonga@pldi.net 




Chisholm Trail Museum 

Kingfisher, OK 

SPECIAL EVENTS: 

* Portrayal of the Inaugural Ball of 
Oklahoma's second territorial gov- 
ernor, A J, Seay - March 15, 2003 

* Living History of the 1880s 
Re-enactment - April 12, 2003 

* Victorian Fashion Show and 
Luncheon - October IS, 2003. 


The only Chisholm Trail 
Musuem located directly on 
the Chisholm Trail . 

Monthly programming 
Barbed mire and 
arrowhead collection 


Pioneer artifacts and village 
History of Jesse Chisholm and 
the Chisholm Trail , 


Chisholm Trail Museum 

605 Zellers Ave. * Kingfisher, OK 73750 
(405)375-5176 

eh i s h ol m trail @ok -history, mu s . ok . u s 




EV6 NTSGUIDE 




A GUIDE TO ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS STATEWIDE 


Bartlesville 

Community Center Adams Blvd & Cherokee 
Ave. jan 18, Symphonic Spectacular, Feb 
7 , Red Riding Hood. Feb I4 r April Verch. 
(918) 337-2787 

Bartlesville Collects American Art & 
Antiques Jan 1-5, Price Tower Arts Center 
(918) 3364949 

Zorra Jan 31 Feb 9 H Theater Bartlesville Facility. 
(918] 336-1900 

Guthrie 

Lazy £ Arena 9600 Lazy E Dr. jan 3-5, Arena 
Cross Nationals, Jan 31 -Feb 1, Bullnanza. Feb 
14-16, Team Roping. (405) 282-3004 
Valentine Fundraiser Feb 1-28, logon Hospilal. 
(405) 282-6700 

Dinner with Friends Feb 7-28, Polfard Theater. 
(405) 282-2800 

Sixth Annual Memorabilia Auction Feb 15, 

Vic's Place. (405] 282-5586 

Duo Style Banja Solos Class Feb 23, inti 
Banjo College, (405) 260-1323 

Muskogee 

Civic Center 425 Austin St. Jan 20, Martin 
Luther King Jr, Birthday Celebration, (918] 
684-6359. Feb 25, Kiwanis Chili Day, 
(918) 682-1047 

Multicultural Rodeo Feb 6-8, Fairgrounds 
[918] 684-6359 

Painting Churches Feb 7-15, Litlle Theater. 
(918) 683-5332 


Norman 

Jacobson House 609 Chautauqua Ave. jan 
3 1 , Feb 7 , Oklahoma Flute Society, Feb 28, 
Poetry Reading. (405) 366-16 67 
Lake Th underbird State Park South Side at Clear 
Bay. Jan 4, Eagle Wotch, jan 1 1 , Feb 1 5, Dutch 
Oven Cooking for Beginners. (405) 360-3572 
Sam Noble Oklahoma Museum of Natural 
History 2401 Chautauqua Ave Jan 1-12, Blue 
Gem White Melal: Carvings & Jewelry From 
the C,G, Wallace Collection, Jan 1-19, From 
Navajo Land to Oklahoma: Dine Textile Art. jan 
1-Feb 16, Transformations: Mexican Masks Feb 
22-28, These Rare Lands. (405] 325471 2 
Sooner Theatre 101 E Main St, Jan 17, Asleep at 
the Wheel. Feb 28, Beverly Cleary's The Mouse 
and the Motorcycle . (405) 321-8091 
We itzenh offer Theater QU Campus. Feb 1 3- 
15, 20-23, Pterodactyls, Feb 13-23, A Streetcar 
N om ed Desi re . (405] 3 254 1 0 ! 

Special Olympics Winter Games Jan 17-19, 
OU Campus. (918) 481-1234 
Contemporary Realism Art Exhibition 
Jan 18-Feb 28, Fred Jones Jr. Museum of Arl. 
(405] 325-3272 

Young Choreographers' Showcase Jan 23- 

26, Rupef J. Jones Theater, (405) 325-4101 

Daddy St Daughter Dance Feb 8, Twelfth 
Avenue Recreation Center, (405] 292-7275 
Doc Tate Southwestern Gala Feb 8, Okla- 
homa Memorial Union. (405) 364-0355 
10th Annual Mardi Gras Parade Feb 22, 
Downtown. (405) 329-5108 
Gail Kendall Exhibit Feb 28, Firehouse Art 
Center. |405] 3294523 


Oklahoma City 

City Arts Center 3000 General Pershing Blvd, Jan 
14, Dream Weavers: Innovative Fiber Arts. Jan 
2-3, Winter Break Camp. Jan 1 3-Feb 28, Adult 
& Children's Classes, jan 24-Feb 1 5, Cafe City 
Arts & Invitational Exhibit. (405] 95 1 -0000 
Civic Center Music Hall 201 N Wolker Ave. 
Jan 24-25, Philharmonic Presents John McDaniel's 
Broadway. Jan 26, Philharmonic Presents Carnival 
of the Animals. Feb 8, Carol Brice Series Presents 
Lois Janes: Flutist. Feb 8, Philharmonic Presents A 
Little R&R with Ravel & Rachmoninoff, Feb 2 1-22, 
Philharmonic Presents MGM: A Tribute to the HoL 
lywood Musical. (405) 842-5387 
Cox Business Services Convention Center 
Robinson & Sheridan. Jan 16-18, Winter Guilt 
Show, (405) 853-6801 . Jan 30-Feb 2, Okla- 
homa Garden Festival, (405) 528-2996 
Ford Center 100 W Reno, Jan 4 r Touchstone Energy 
All-College Basketball Classic, (405) 236-5000. 
Jan 1 61 9, Inti Finals Rodeo, (405) 235-6540, Jan 
25, Smucker's Stars on Ice, (405) 602-8700 
Oklahoma Children's Theatre 3000 Gen- 
eral Pershing Blvd. jan 16-Feb 7, Jack and the 
Beanstalk. Feb 27-28, And Then They Came for 
Me: Remembering the World of Anne Frank. 
(405] 951-001 1 

Oklahoma City Community College 7777 $ 
May Ave Jan 28, The Little Angels from Korea. 
Feb 1 1 , Ruth Serrao. (405) 682-161 ) 
Oklahoma City Museum of Art 415 Couch 
Dr. Jan 1-1 9, Alex Katz: Small Paintings. Jan 
1 8, Omelet Party. Feb 20-28, Empire of the 
Sultans: Ottoman Art from the Khali li Collection. 
(405) 2363 TOO 



Cowboy ropers Clay and Jake Smith of 
Broken Bow have unmistakable skill and 
charisma. The brothers were named after 
world-champion learn ropers, and they 
began lassoing a dummy when they were 
barely old enough to walk. After rising 
to the lop of their division in nationwide 
dummy ropings, they now compete primar- 
ily in team roping on horseback. 

Clay, now eleven, and Jake, nine, often 
compete against adults on the rodeo circuit 
and are winning big. "You need to win 
more money than you spend," says Clay, 
who, along with his brother, often pulls in 
$5, OCX) In a weekend competition, "We've 
also won twenty-three trophy saddles and 
more than seventy buckles," Clay says. The 
two even appeared on The Tonight Show 
with Jay Leno in 1998, 


Their crowning glory came on October 
] 3, 2002, when Clay racked up enough 
points to win a 2003 Chevrolet pickup in 
Athens, Texas, five years before he will 
reach legal driving age, "I don't know 
whether to drive it or park it," says Mark, 
the boys' father. "We just bought a new 
pickup a few months ago." 

This Valentine's Day weekend, Clay and 
Jake will compete during the United States 
Team Roping Championships Oklahoma 
Winter Classic in Guthrie. "It's an important 
roping," Clay says, "and the Lazy E is such 
a great arena." 

Eighteen-monthold brother Britt is often 
seen rooting from the stands at his brothers' 
events. Also named for a champion roper, 
he already carries a practice rope around 
the house. — Cindy Kelly Houck 


Evidence that roping runs in the family: 
Jake and older brother Clay Smith, 


The USTRC Oklahoma Winter Classic 
runs February 1 4 through 1 6 at the Lazy 
E Arena in Guthrie , (405j 2823004 ; 
lozye.com/arena. 
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Oklahoma Cify University 2501 N Black- 
welder, Jan 12, Norick Art Center Presents 
Four Oklahoma Photographers. Jan 1 9, Film 
Institute Presents The Way We Laughed. Feb 
7-8, Bridge to Terabithia. Feb 16-28, Norick 
Art Center Presents Oklahoma Watercolor As- 
sociation Mixed Media & Collage. Feb 27-28, 
Friendship Betrayed. (405] 521-5000 
Dm triplex 2100 NE 52nd SUan 1 -Feb 28, 
Titanic: The Artifact Exhibit. Jan 1 -Feb 28, 
Winter Nights. Jan 10-Feb 28, Steering by 
Starlight, Feb 1 -28, Branches, Bristles & Bat- 
teries: Toothbrushes Through Time. Feb 14, A 
Night in Space. (405) 602-6664 
Stage Center 400 W Sheridan. Jan 22-26, 
Forbidden Broadway. Feb 5-9, Wintertales, 
(405) 270-4801 

State Fair Park 1-44 & NW 1 0th St. Jan 17-19, 
Feb 14-16, Home & Garden Show. Jan 24-Feb 
2, Boat Show. Feb 7-9, An Affair of the Heart. 
Feb 1 3-16, Tackle Show. Feb 2 1 -23, Kruse Clas- 
sic Car Show & Auction, Feb 22-23, Friends of 
the Library Book Sale. [405) 948-6704 
University of Central Oklahoma 1 00 N Uni- 
versity Dr. Jan 1 6, South Pacific. Feb 1 3, Fosse, 
(405) 974-3375 

Group Show Jan 10-Feb 28, Untitled Gallery, 
(405) 815-9995 

Chocolate Decadence Feb 13, Hudson Essex 
Office Loft. (405] 235-3500 
Town Hod Lecture Series Presents Rufus 
Fears. Feb 20, St. Luke's United Methodist 
Church. (405) 524-0577 
Side Mon Feb 21-28, Carpenter Square Theatre, 
(405] 232-6500 

STILLWATER 

Gardiner Art Gallery 1 08 Bartlett Center. Jan 
13-Feb 1 2, Covetous: Desi re and the Lens. Feb 
17-28, Of Land and Space and Fallen Things. 
Sara Good. (405) 744-6016 


Seretean Center OSU Campus. Jan 23, Nai-Ni 
Chen Dance Company. Feb 15, The Second 
Hand. (405) 744-7509 

Tahlequah 

Cherokee Heritage Center Hwy 62, 3 Miles 
South of Tahlequah. Feb 1-28, Native Lands: 
Indians In Georgia Exhibit, Feb 1-28, Trail of 
Tears Exhibit. (918] 456-6007 
Swing Dance America, Jan 29, Northeastern 
Stale University. (918] 458-2075 

Tulsa 

Brady Theatre I 05 W Brady St. Jan 24, Philhar- 
monic Presents Pizzapops. Jan 25, Philharmonic 
Presents Music on the Rocks: In on Irish Pub. 
(918| 747-7445 

Gilcrease Museum 1 400 N Gikrease Museum 
Rd. Jan 19, Philharmonic Presents American leans, 
(918] 747-7445, Feb 23-28, Art & Soul: Selected 
Works from Fritz Scholder, (91 8] 596-2700 
Tulsa Convention Center 1 00 Civic Center. Jan 
10-12, Longhorn World Championship Rodeo, Jan 
1 7-1 8, Cliff Keen Tulsa Nat'ls, (9 1 8) 596*71 77 
Tulsa Expo Center Yale & 21st St. Jon 3-4, 
Shootout, Feb 14-16, KOTV Tulsa Women's 
Show. Feb 15, Tulsa's Largest Garage Sale. 
Feb 20-23, Shrine Circus, (918) 838-3777 
Tulsa Performing Arts Center 1 1 0 E 2nd St. Jan 

1 7- 1 8, Children's Theater Presents Snow White 
& the Seven Dwarfs. Jon 17-18, Philharmonic 
Presents Melissa Manchester, Jan 27, Armchair 
Traveler Series Presents A Story of Spain. Jan 28, 
Philharmonic Presents Side by Side. Feb 7-8, Celtic 
Series Presents Danu. Feb 8, Philharmonic Presents 
Nadja Salerno-Sonnenberg & Ransom Wilson. 
Feb 14-16, Tulsa Ballet Presents Swan Lake, Feb 

1 8- 23, Miss Saigon. Feb 24, Europe's Wild Gem: 
Iceland. Feb 28, Children's Theatre Presents Sleep- 
ing Beauty. (91 8) 596-721 1 


Polar Bear Days Jan 1-Feb 28, Tulsa Zoo. 
(918] 669-6612 

Art Without Reservation: Contemporary 
Native American Art of the Southwest 

Jan 1 9-Feb 28, Philbrook Museum of Art. (9 1 8) 
749-7941 

Chocolate Cravings Feb 7, Adams Mark Hotel. 
(918] 746-92 1 6 

Indian Art Festival Feb 21-23, Greenwood 
Cultural Center. (918) 838-3875 
Book Fair & Market Feb 22-23, Holland Hall. 
(918) 481-1111 

Woodward 

Plains Indians & Pioneers Museum 200 

Williams Ave, Jan 1-31, Oklahoma Watercolor 
Association Traveling Exhibit. Feb 1-28, Tammy 
Roberts Painting Exhibit. (580) 256-6 1 36 

Northwest Oklahoma Bluegrass Winter Jam 

Feb 21-22, Northwest Inn. (580) 995-3 1 47 

Rhonda Vincent & Rage Feb 22, Woodward 
Arts Theatre, (580) 256-7120 

Out & About 

ADA East Central University, 1 000 E 1 2th St. Jan 
7-Feb 7 , Paintings: DJ, Lafan, Feb 17-28, Artist 
Select Artists. (580] 310-5356 
ALVA Latex Trombones, Jan 19, Northwestern 
Oklahoma State University, [580] 327-8591 
BRISTOW Gospel Jubilee, Jan 4-Feb 28, American 
Legion. (918) 367-6107 
BROKEN ARROW Relatively Speaking, Jan 
3 1-Feb 9. (918) 258-0077 
CLAREMQRE Green Country Tackle & Hunt- 
ing Show, Feb 21-23, Expo Center. (405] 
943-3800 

CLINTON Country Jamboree, Jan 4-Feb 28, 1-40 
Exit 71. (405) 929-7273 
COLCORD Chiti Cookoff, Jan 25, Community 
Center, (91 8) 326-4778 
CORN German Feast & Auction, Feb 1 , Corn 
Bible Academy. (580) 343-2262 
DEL CITY Bluegrass Club Concert, Jan 4-Feb 28, 
Kerr Jr. High. (405) 677-1509 
DRUMRIGHT Pennies in a Barrel, Feb 14-23, 
Boomtown Theatre. (9 1 8] 352-2236 
DUNCAN Coin Show, Feb 8-9, Expo Building 
(580] 255-0510 

EDMOND Eogle Watch, Jan 3-5, Arcadia Lake. 
(405] 216-7473 

EDMOND From Your Valentine Exhibit, Jan 1 4-Feb 
15, Historical Society. (405] 340-0078 
ELK CITY Bi-State Shootout, Feb 21-23, Area 
Gyms. (580] 243-3910 

ENID Agrifest, Jan 10-1 Chisholm Trail Expo 
Center. (580] 237-1390 
ENID A New World, Feb 8-9, Symphony Center. 
(580) 237-9646 

FORT GIBSON Victorian Valentine Workshop, 
Feb 2, Fort Gibson Historic Site. (91 8] 478- 
4088 

FORT TOWSON Pre-1 840s Fur Trade Rendez- 
vous, Feb 20-23, Fort Towson Historic Site. 
(580) 873-2634 

FREDERICK The Fantastic Oyster Fry, Feb 15, 
Brother Brown Center. (580) 335-2126 
HOBART Great Plains Country Pre-District Choral 
Concert, Feb 5, Shortgrass Playhouse Theater, 
(580) 726-5691 

KAW CITY Eagle Watch, Jon 18, Kaw Lake. 
(580) 762-9494 


WINTER TREE 

Bare limbs lift high, 

Etching their beauty against the sky. 
Quiet and elegant they stand, 

As the cold wind blows across the land. 

In the silence they seem to say, 

Be strong, reach high, live today. 

Lift your eyes and see 
The beauty of the winter tree. 

— Bonnie Finley 

Bonnie Flrc/ey, 80, is a ref/red secretary living in Tu/scr. 
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Drop anchor fhis winter at the popular Tulsa Boat and Travel Show. All hands will 
be on deck when approximately 60,000 wade through 46Q r O0Q square feet of 
exhibit space on January 27 at Tulsa's Expo Square. The show, one of the ten largest 
in the country, is a recreation lover's dream come true. 

Canoes, pontoons, boat docks, trailers, fishing tackle, personal watercrafts, 
and camping resorts are just a few of the exhibits at this year's event. Ugly Johns' 
Custom Boats and Dean's RV Superstore also will display their wares. 

"For the last forty-six years, we've offered a quality show to boating enthusi- 
asts and anyone who enjoys outdoor recreational activities," says Phil Keeter, 
president of the show. 

— Evelyn Klopp 

The Tulsa Boat and Travel Show runs January 27 through February 2 at Tulsa's 
Expo Square. General admission is $7 for adults , $4 for children 6-12. Children 
5 and under are free . (9 J 8) 582-9151 or tulsaboatshowxom. 


KINGFISHER Viclarian Jewelry Workshop, F&b 
22, Chisholm Trail Museum. (405} 375*5176 
MCALE5TER Souriiea&l Oklahoma Boot, Travel & 
Tackle Show. Jon 1 7-1 9, Southeast Expo Center 
(91 8) 420-3976 

NASH Annual Groundhog Supper, Feb 1, Fire 
Department, (580) 839*2480 
PONCA CITY Over the River & Through the Woods, 
Jan 23*26, Poncan Theatre. (580) 765*5360 
SAPULPA Little Women, Feb 21-28, So pul pa 
Community Theater, (918) 227 2169 
SHAWNEE The Odd Couple: Female Version, Feb 
14-22, Little Theater (405) 275-7512 
SULPHUR Bold Eagle Watch Tour, Jan 1 8 r 25, 
Chickasaw Natl Recreation Center, (580) 
622-3165 

SULPHUR Feather Day, Jan 25, Historic Down 
town. (580) 622*6246 

VI AN Loon Watch, Jan 4, 1 8, Tenkiller State Park. 
(918) 489-5641 

V1AN Eagle Tour, jan 1 1 , 25, Sequoyah Wildlife 
Refuge (918) 489-5641 

VINITA Four*State Football Challenge, Jan 25, 
Hall-Hosell Elementary. [918] 256-1062 
WAGONER Western Hills Guest Ranch, Sequoyah 
State Park. Jan 15-18, Bluegrass Festival Feb 
20*22, Fiddlers' Festival. (918) 772-2545 
WATQNGA Glass Painting Workshop, Feb 6, 
Library. (580) 623-5069 
WAYNOKA Wild Game Feed, Feb 1 , Downtown. 
(580) 824*1471 


WEATHERFORD jazz Festival Feb 6-7, Fine Arts 
Center, Southwestern Oklahoma State University. 
(580) 774-3063 

WISTER Lake Eagle Tour, Jan 1 1 , Feb 1 , 28, Lake 
Wister State Park. (918) 655-7886 
YALE Civil War Reenactment, Feb 14*16, Jim 
Thorpe Park. (918) 387-252 5 

For more listings, visit our 
website at oklQhomatoday.com. 

Dates and times are subject to change ; 
please confirm before attending any 
event. The Events Guide is a free service 
published on o space-available basis. To 
be considered, please mail a notice of the 
event that includes date , place , address, 
and both a contact telephone number and 
a phone number that can be published. 
Notices must arrive at Oklahoma Today 
three calendar months prior to publication 
(i.e. May/June 2003 events must arrive 
by February fj. Events Guide, Oklahoma 
Today, P.O l Box 53384, Oklahoma City, 
OK 73152. Fax: (405} 522-4588. Email: 
even tsg uide@ok lahomatoday.com. We 
cannot take listings over the telephone. 



CiaoY’all! 

Since 1925* Pete's Place of 
Krebs — Oklahoma's Little Italy — 
has delighted diners with fresh, fam- 
ily-style Italian Cuisine serv ed in un- 
selfish portions. Come see why 
Pete's Place has been an Oklahoma 
landmark for three generations, 

•Microbrewery 
* Perfect lor tour groups 
* Banquet facilities for up to 250 



Open M-Sat 4pm • Sunday Noon 
(9 IS) 423-2042 - Fax (9 1 8) 423-7859 



Oklahoma's Unique 
Marketplace for Arts , 
Crafts , Antiques, 
Collectibles & Gifts 

Be charmed into a world of heirlooms - 
past and future More than 750 gifted 
artisians gather to showcase a myriad of 
quality art and handcrafted items 
Precious antiques from the quaint to 
the curious will surprise and delight 

FEBRUARY 7, 8, 9, 2003 

Frt & Sat.- 9 am to 6pai / Stills II am to 6 pm 
Oklahoma City Fairgrounds 
(NW TjOtft ai May Aw.l 

For more information call 

(800) 755-5488 or (405) 632-2652 

www.affairoftheheart.com 
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GREEN COUNTRY 

For more information , contact us at 
1-800-922-2118 • www.greencounrty.com 

- • --- ifitt 


OKIAHOMA 

NAIM AMERICA 


1 - 800 - 652-6552 



lulsa's mosi luxurious guesi eccommodalions for 
business yr pleasure- S guest nxims, nil with private 
ba\bs, cable TV and in-room phones with data ports. 
Sear Tulsa’s downtown business district and Performing 
Arts Center 

Easy access lo Tulsa’s finest al tractions, restaurants, 
Philbrook and Cm [crease Museums and shopping in 
Ulica Square, Cherry Street and Broofcside. 

Situated on 3 acres of land overlooking the Arkansas 
Riven adjacent to Tulsa’s River Parks, 


|918j 585-3234 

141 4 S. Galveston, Tulsa 

wwii.McBiriic\ .Mansion *eo in 



T 

.T A, 


Where Wide Open Space Meets Cyberspace 

request your free visitors guide on 
x, www.vinita.com <http://www.vinita.com> 


Vinita Area Chamber of Commerce 
P.O. Box 8B2 - vinita, OK 74301 
9 1 8/256 - 7 1 33 * cha mbe r@vinita.com 



APRIL 1-30,2003 

For more information contact 

die Muskogee Convention & Tourism 
at (888) 687-6 1 37 or (9 1 8) 684-6363, 

www.mymuskogee.org 


The Five C ivilized 
Tribes AT use uni 



at Historic Union Agency 

fer (c, ms) 


History and Art of the 
Cherokee, Chickasaw, 
Choctaw, Creek, and 
Seminole Tribes 



Shop our Museum Store 

A loir - Sat t o?N! to 5pm 
Sim. f to 5/)»i 
Tour Croups Welcome 

Agency Hill 
Honor Heights Drive 
Muskogee, OK 74401 
918.683. 1 701 



Cherokee 

Heritage 

Center 


‘ incienl Vilt * Ixpeneriiz the life hrf times of A ni iw wi m 

1 Ancient Overnight * ' | / 

* ft mil} Cam fouls \ SS 

* Curoee Rentage Teurs 

* Cherokee Nall oul Museum 
1 Museum Shop 

1 Trail of Tears Exhibii 
1 Mams Corner Rural Village 

1 Tsa La Ci Amphitheater A ^ 

■ Heritage Farm 
> Cherokee Gendo& Center 
1 Ch ero tee Heritage A rfc T 

1 Trail of Tears Drama Summer 2002 

RO, Box 515 * Tahlequah, OK 74465 
918*456*6007 * Toil Free: 888*999*6007 
www.Chero keeHeriUge.org 
On Hwy, 62 South of Tahlequah East on Willis Road 

Open 7 days a week: 10 am-5 pm Mon. -Sat & l-5pm Sun. 



Located in the heart of 
Tulsa's business, cultural, and 
entertainment district. 


462 newly renovated rooms 
Complimentary airport shuttle 
24-hour fitness center 
Room service/Voice mail 
Movles/Web TV/Video games 
Tour Bus Parking avaiEable 

adam's mnwk 

the hotel of trited 

100 E. 2nd St. * 918.582.9000 
For reservations call 

1 r S00.444,ADAM (2326) 



OKLAHOMA. 

NAIM AMERICA 

1 - 800 - 652-6552 



GREEN COUNTRY 

For more information, contact us at 
1-800-922-2118 • www.greencounrty.com 



tyth Annual 

Tulsa Indian 
Arts Festival 


FRL, FEB. 21, 1 1:30AM -4pm 
SAT., FEB. 22, 10am - 6pm 
SUN., FEB. 23, 12pm -6pm 


Greenwood Cultural Center 
322 N. Greenwood 
Tulsa, Oklahoma 

S3 GENERAL ADMISSION 

For info rail 918.838.38y5 
www. tulsaindianartfost. com 



A historic 
museum comes 
alive on the square in 
downtown Okmulgee at the Creek Council 
House, a precious symbol of the proud 
heritage of the Muscogee (Creek! people. 
Discover a wonderful array of American 
Indian art, jewelry and books at the 
museum's Red Stick Gallery. 

Open Tties, - Sat 
10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. * Closed Mondays j 
106 W. 6th Street * Okmulgee* OK 1 
(918) 756-2324 



M&D Star Drug 

On the square in historic 
downtown Okmulgee 

A full -line pharmacy featur- 
ing Hallmark Cards, Russell 
Stover Candies. Village Candles. 
Fenton Glass, and cosmetics, 
perfumes and colognes. 

The largest gift selection 
in Okmulgee County 



‘Your Prescription Store " 


Open Mon. - Fru &:3Qam - 6pm 
Sat. 9am - 4pm 
108 S. Morton 
(918)756-1322 




Okmulgee 

Old-Fashioned Charm! 

Take a trip this year to Okmulgee, 
and discover old-fashioned charm in a 
tum-of-th e-century setting. Take a 
stroll around our classic town square 
filled with a variety of gift shops and 
antique stores. Leant about our fasci- 
nating history at the Creek Council 
House Museum, a national historic 
landmark showcasing Muscogee 
Creek art and history. And enjoy a 
homestyle meal at one of our quaint 
eateries. 

Just minutes from our historic 
downtown is the tranquil and scenic 
setting of the Okmulgee and Dripping 
Springs State Parks. The Parks offer 
boating, fishing, handicapped -accessi- 
ble nature trails, camping, rv sites and 
more. Enjoy a weekend of the beauti- 
ful nature- tilled outdoors nestled in 
northeastern Okl ahoma . 

Make plans to visit Okmulgee, 
where you'll discover Norman 
Rockwell charm 12 months om of the 
year! 

For more information contact: 

Okmulgee Main Street & 
Tourism Program 

208 W. 6th St. * Okmulgee, OK 74447 
(918)758-1015 


w w w. tou rokm 1 1 1 gee com 


Discover 

OKmulgee! 




TH EE N D 


' Part of the secret of success in life is to eat what you like 
and let the food Fight i t out inside. "-^Mark Twain 


The Diner 



Photography 
by Tom Luker 


Tl 



HERE'S SOMETHING TO BE SAID FOR 
walking into a familiar restaurant, sitting 
down at your regular table, ordering your favorite 
meal from your favorite waitress* and knowing 
exactly what voure going to get. Predictability. Its 
an underrated thing. Especially when it comes to 
the food and fellowship found in Oklahoma’s cafe 
and diner culture. 

Almost every town in the state has a lo- 
cal joint. Maybe its known for the bacon 
and eggs, half-pound cheeseburger with 
hand-cut fries, or the falfing-off-the-plate 
chicken-fried steak. It could be the waitress 
Angie, whos been serving up meals with a 
smile for the last twenty years and has never once 
missed a day or forgotten a face. Perhaps it s simply 
a unique combination of grease and small talk that 
makes these places personal treasures for the 
folks who frequent them. 


In a world where we are often just a number, 
our local diner gives us an opportunity to be so 
much more, A long way down from the corporate 
cafeteria, the corner cafe invites casual comfort and 
old-fashioned fellowship. 

— Andrea Lopez Walker 

The Oklahoma Today Guide to Cafe and Diners, 
a glove box-sized supplement to Oklahoma Today, 
features sixty-eight cafes and diners across Oklahoma. 
The issue ismmlahle on newsstands or by calling (800) 
777-1793 or logging on to oklahomatoday.com. 

Clockwise: three boys enjoy on afternoon meal 
ot the Polly Anno Cafe in Woodward; the Metro 
Diner lures hungry patrons with its neon sign; 
the grill ot Shortcakes in Stillwater; Summer 
Powell o waitress ot Hamburger Inn in Ardmore; 
the Metro Diner in Tulsa; Renee Mann, assistant 
manager at Hamburger Inn, 
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Shouldn't you 

CONSIDER making Tulsa's 


The Metropolitan 
Tulsa Chamber of 


$ | business location your 
FIRST choice? 



AMENITIES OF YOUR NEW ADDRESS 


Commerce 

made 

Williams Center Towers 
Tulsa's #1 place for 

business. 


IMAGE IS 
EVERYTHING 


A prestigious list of companies 
In the Williams Center Towers: 


• American Electric 
Power 

• AFN Communications 

• Baird, Kurtz & Dobson. 
CPA's 

• BSW International 

• Box Master Builders 

• Marsh Advantage 
America/Seabury & 
Smith. Inc. 

• Metropolitan Tulsa 
Chamber of Commerce 

• Phillips and Bacon 

• Samson Resources 
Company 

• Sneed Lang. P.C. 


• High-speed fiber optic 
infrastructure 

• Multi-Media Conference 
Center 

• State-of-the-art video 
survelllence 

• 24-hour on site security 

• Multi-zone heat and AC 

• Full-service executive 
car wash 


• On-site convenience 
store 

• ATM facility 

• Access to downtown 
tunnel system 

• Underground secured 
parking 

• Drop-box service for 
many courier companies 

• Adams Mark Hotel 


• MANPOWER 

• Zebrowski Architecture 
and Planning 


One West Third Street 
Two West Second Street 
Tulsa. Oklahoma 


■_■■ ■ 
■■ii ■ 
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For leasing information, 
Daniels Creer Properties, L.L.C. 
( 918 ) 742-7500 


TRIZEC 


Visit our website at 
www.trz.com 



Your CP Oklahoma 

tijfttr The Official State Web Site 


www, youroklahoma.com 



